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Editorial
Ed Hicks

My first trip to Oshkosh, Wisconsin, for the Experimental 
Aircraft Association’s annual AirVenture fly-in was back 
in 2002, and I have attended many of the intervening 
years since. Last year’s cancellation due to the Covid 
pandemic was a blow for all of those pilots and aviation 

enthusiasts who love going to the event, so knowing it was coming back this 
year was a real high point to look forward to. As you’ll see in this issue of 
the mag, the event went ahead with a huge crowd and lots of exciting 
aircraft – sadly though, not for the large number of international pilots who 
love visiting, due to some of the travel restrictions that remain in place. 

You’ll hear it said a lot in general aviation circles, but if you haven’t been 
to Oshkosh, you owe it to yourself to make at least one trip. You’ll then be 
sure to make another after that, because there’s no way even one week at 
this amazing event will allow you to experience everything Osh has to 
offer. For me, each year is an amazing opportunity to catch up with an 
amazing array of friends who have formed a big chunk of my aviation 
family. It’s a sense of belonging like no other, and I’m looking forward to 
being back there in 2022.

Talking about aviation family, on a much smaller scale, but just as fun, 
thank you to everyone who attended the first FLYER Club Fly-in at the 
brilliant Sleap Airfield in Shropshire. While the weather did conspire 
against the full crowd of arrivals, plenty of you made it along to drink tea, 
eat cake and talking flying. 

It’s been a while since I’d made a trip to Sleap, and it’s fair to say that it’s 
flourished into a fantastically friendly and beautifully presented GA 
resource under the leadership of General Manager Bruce Buglass. Bruce, 
who at 21, is encouragingly one of the younger faces of UK GA, and he’s 
surrounded by an enthusiastic team that’s got a younger than average age 
too. If you haven’t been there, make it a destination for one of your next 
flights – I guarantee you won’t be disappointed!

ed.hicks@seager.aero
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Take-off
Aviation news from around the world – for the latest visit www.flyer.co.uk

Plans submitted for gigafactory 
on Coventry Airport

As the planning application 
to build a gigafactory on 
Coventry Airport is 
submitted, it’s emerged 
that Rigby Group, which 
owns and operates the 
Airport, also has more than 
500 acres of land for 
development at three other 
UK airports. There’s  as 
much as eight MILLION 
square feet for 
‘manufacturing, logistics 
and business space’.

The airports with 
development land include 
Bournemouth, Norwich and 
Exeter, though there’s no 
suggestion that the runways are 
to disappear – as in Coventry’s 
case – or that aviation is to be 
discouraged.

Coventry’s gigafactory would 
take up most of the main runway 
to produce and recycle batteries 
for electric vehicles. Jaguar Land 
Rover, based nearby, would be a 
likely customer.

Cllr George Duggins, Leader 
of Coventry City Council, said, 
“We are the ideal location for a 
gigafactory as the home of the 

UK automotive sector, 
alongside world-leading 

research in battery 
technology.”

Andy Street, 
Mayor of the West 
Midlands, added, 
“It is mission 
critical that the 
West Midlands 

secures a gigafactory, 
both for the future of 

our region’s automotive 
industry and the huge 

economic and job benefits it 
would bring.” 

The EV battery factory would 
be adjacent to the UK Battery 
Industrialisation Centre, which 
is the UK’s largest battery 
research centre.

Right Coventry Airport 
is an important GA 
airport close to major 
cities and excellent 
road links, yet the local 
council is determined 
to see it developed as 
a gigafactory
Below Artist’s 
impression of how the 
gigafactory would take 
up most of the main 
runway.

Rugby Group’s other airport 
interests include Bournemouth 
where the Aviation Business Park 
is already home to more than 200 
national and international 
businesses.

At Norwich Airport planning 
permission has been secured for a 
115 acre business park on the 
north side of the Airport, ready 
for one million sq ft of 
development. Called Imperial 
Park Norwich, it’s also adjacent to 
the newly built A1270 Broadland 
Northway which bypasses the city 
of Norwich.

There’s no mention as yet of 
proposed developments at Exeter 
Airport, just that the airport 
offers ‘potential for airside 
development’.

Other airfield news…
Leicestershire Aero Club has 
become a carbon-neutral flying 
school – believed to be the UK’s 
first. The club is offsetting its 
carbon footprint through a 
partnership with General 
Aviation Carbon Offsetting which 
has certified the club as carbon-
neutral for its first month.

In June 2021, the club fleet flew 
a total of 445 hours, using 9,711 

litres of avgas. This resulted in a 
calculated 22.2 tonnes of CO2 
emissions. The club has chosen to 
offset this with tree planting with 
a distribution of 25% in the UK, 
and the remaining 75% 
worldwide in deforested areas 
which need trees the most.
n The Airfield Development 
Advisory Fund, funded by the 
Department for Transport, has 
helped nearly 100 airfields with 
the business, according to the 
CAA which led the scheme.

“Applications for grants closed 
in December 2020 and advisory 
services ran from January-May 
2021, providing up to five days of 
dedicated advisory to each 
applicant, specifically tailored to 
their needs and requirements,” 
said a statement from Robert 
Court, Aviation Minister. 

“Most successful applicants 
were either airfield operators, 
airfield owners or lease holders, 
and training organisations. The 
ADAF represents part of an 
ongoing commitment from the 
DfT and CAA to support the GA 
sector grow.”
n Echelon Air at London Biggin 
Hill Airport is now a Cirrus 
Training Centre.

https://www.flyer.co.uk/category/news/
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The CAA’s bid to reform its process 
for dealing with pilots accused of 
infringing controlled airspace has 
been met with scorn from one of its 
leading critics, Jaap Rademaker, a 
legally trained businessman and 
private pilot who is assisting 
several pilots with appeals.

“The CAA infringements planet 
remains an entirely dark, illegal, 
incomprehensibly amateurish jungle of 
legally untrained cowboy amateur 
investigators coaxing people to self-
incriminate and who are also judge, jury 
and executioner – and you have zero 
rights or safeguards and are not given a 
due process or a fair trial. And you have 
no independent appeal,” said Mr 
Rademaker.

The CAA’s process is spelt out in 
CAP1404, which the CAA says, “Has 
been amended to highlight the CAA’s 

audit and safety assurance functions of 
the Infringement Coordination Group 
(ICG), and introduces the option for those 
provisionally suspended by the CAP 1404 
process to request a review of that 
decision.”

CAP 1404 says, “The CAA promotes 
a Just Culture.

“It is vital that investigations and 
decisions are fair and timely and that all 
reasonable efforts are made by the CAA 
to decide upon remedial actions without 
delay.”

A key section spells out the process:
n The CAA will share with the pilot 

all details which will be taken into 
account. If the pilot requires a copy of the 
material, they will be advised how to 
request the information from 3rd parties 
and to submit an SRG1605 for a copy of 
the occurrence report;

n The pilot may comment on such 

material and is invited to submit 
additional information where it has 
become available;

n The CAA will clearly communicate 
to the pilot the rationale for the decision, 
including material relied upon;

n Any remedial actions notified in the 
decision will be underpinned by the same 
principle of ‘without delay’;

n Timescales for response to CAA 
requests for additional information will 
be clearly shown in relevant 
correspondence; and,

n Where the CAA has made a 
substantive decision on a pilot’s licence, 
we will notify the affected pilot of their 
entitlement to have the decision reviewed 
in accordance with Regulation 6 of the 
Civil Aviation Regulations 1991.

The revised CAP1404, which came 
into effect on 2 August 2021, can be 
downloaded here. 

CAA revises infringements process

Cirrus adds power to G2+ for take-off
More power for take-off in hot and high 
conditions, fast broadband cockpit internet 
and striking new colour schemes are key 
features of the latest Cirrus SF50 Vision Jet 
G2+ revealed just before EAA AirVenture.

The extra power comes from fine tuning 
the Williams FJ33-5A engine of the Vision 
Jet, with a newly optimised thrust profile that 

provides up to 20% increased performance 
during take-off.

The cockpit broadband is thanks to Gogo 
InFlight WiFi using Gogo’s Avance L3 
system. New colour schemes include Titan 
Grey, Volt and Bimini Blue, matched to 
updated design lines to highlight the curves 
of the fuselage. 

The worldwide fleet of Vision Jets 
currently stands at more than 265 aircraft 
with over 500 Type Ratings issued for the 
aircraft. Deliveries for the G2+ Vision Jet are 
planned to begin in August 2021.  

Watch a video of Cirrus Aircraft’s Ivy 
McIver talking to FLYER’s Ian Seager 
about the Vision G2+ here.

https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/modalapplication.aspx?appid=11&mode=detail&id=7389
https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/modalapplication.aspx?appid=11&mode=detail&id=7389
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Look out for 
overheating 
map devices, 
says CAA
The CAA has issued a warning to General 
Aviation pilots about high temperatures in 
the cockpit causing tablets and smartphones 
to shut down when operating a moving map 
navigation app.

“Summer is with us and we’ve had reports of 
tablets and mobiles overheating in the cockpit and 
shutting down leading to a rise in Airspace 
Infringements,” said a CAA Skywise alert.

“We recommend that you have a back-up plan in 
place that works for you in case you lose your VFR 
Moving Map in flight.”

Suggestions from the CAA:
■ Be prepared to orbit / hold in your present 
position to assess the situation or fly the aeroplane 
away from controlled airspace before trying any 
equipment resets.
■ Carry a chart that is marked-up with your route. 
■ Carry a printed PLOG.

■ Be aware of turbulence and thermals that add to 
the challenges of level flight. 

“Have your radio set to a relevant ATC frequency 
and call for navigational assistance if you are unsure 
of your exact location,” adds the CAA.  “ATC is 
there to help. If in doubt, call D&D on 121.500 
MHZ (callsign London Centre).”

Also from the CAA is a new and updated series of 
the popular General Aviation Safety Sense Leaflets 
with the first covering flying with passengers. The 
leaflets can be downloaded free here. 

Right Whether it’s a 
phone or a tablet, try 
to keep your digital 
device cool to prevent 
a shutdown

It’s taken 11 years of hard work but General 
Aviation Modifications, Inc – better known 
as GAMI – has finally won approval from the 
FAA for its G100 high-octane unleaded avgas 
with an STC.

At the moment, the STC covers a Cessna 172 but 
GAMI plans to expand the Approved Model List  
of specific aircraft and engines with more tests later 
this year.

At that point, G100UL avgas will be a straight 
‘drop-in’ replacement for 100LL for most of the GA 
fleet.  GAMI is working with Avfuel, a leading global 
supplier of aviation fuel, to work out how to 
distribute high-octane unleaded avgas.

They says that G100UL avgas can be mixed with 
100LL in any proportion, and is compatible with the 
existing fuel infrastructure without modification.

Tim Roehl, GAMI president, said, “The FAA 
approval of G100UL high octane unleaded avgas is a 
truly huge development for the future of general 
aviation!”

The importance of GAMI’s 100-octane unleaded 
avgas was underlined in a special note from the 
International Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association 
(IAOPA) which said that 100LL could be under 
threat across Europe as soon as 2024. As many as 

GAMI’s high-octane unleaded avgas 

16,000 light aircraft could be affected.
IAOPA said, “Environmentalists in autumn 2019 

took a first look at the substance tetraethyl lead 
(TEL), the lead-containing additive in aviation fuel 
avgas 100LL. A risk analysis has classified the 
endangerment of citizens and the environment from 
TEL as significant.

“The only remaining TEL manufacturer on the 
world market is based in Great Britain.”

IAOPA welcomed the GAMI news but cautioned, 
“It is still unclear whether the aromatics used as 
additives can be approved in Europe. The answer to 
this question will decide whether the new product 
will represent the hoped-for breakthrough.”

General Aviation Modifications Inc

Right GAMI has 
worked with Avfuel to 
distribute its unleaded 
100 octane avgas

https://www.caa.co.uk/General-aviation/Safety-information/Safety-Sense/
https://gami.com/g100ul/news.php
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Travis Ludlow has done it! He’s now the 
youngest pilot to have flown solo around the 
world.

Travis arrived back at the official starting point of 
Teuge Airport in the Netherlands in July at the age of 18 
years 150 days. That just beats the previous record – by 
13 days – set by American Mason Andrews in 2018.

Travis set off on 29 May from Teuge, where one of his 
main sponsors, Hangar One is based. They supplied and 
prepared his diesel-powered Cessna 172R. The 24,900 
mile trip took a total of 44 days. Watch a video 
compilation of Travis’ travels here. 

The pandemic forced Travis to cancel last year’s 
attempt and it also affected this flight, restricting where he 
could fly. His route went across Europe, through Russia 
and America, before returning via Canada, Greenland, 
Iceland, UK then routing down south through France 
and Spain to Gibraltar, before returning north to the 
Netherlands to make up the required distance.

While passing through Paris, Travis talked on video to 
Aviation et Pilote editor Emmanuel Davidson. Watch it 
here.

Left It’s a thumbs up 
and a grin from Travis 
on his RTW solo flight
Below right The route 
taken by Travis

Californians claim record for flying on 
sunshine
Running on fresh air? Nope, 
sunshine. Californian 
CleanTech company Beam 
Global is claiming a world 
record for the longest flight 
in a production electric 
aircraft powered by off-grid, 
renewable solar energy.

Starting in Fresno, a Pipistrel Alpha 
Electro aircraft flew 227nm over central California.

The aircraft was flown by Joseph Oldham who 
said afterwards, “I’m thrilled we accomplished our 
record-setting flight. This is a defining summer for 
sustainable aviation and for establishing the 
Central Valley as a forward-thinking region for 
propelling the electrification of aviation ahead at 
an accelerated pace.”

Beam deployed its solar-powered electric vehicle 
charging equipment at several airports to support 
the multi-leg flight, demonstrating that airports can 
help the electrification of aviation without 
construction, electrical work or large utility charges.

“This historic world record marks the start of a 
new chapter for zero emissions aviation while 
breaking down the barriers to rapid adoption of 
commercially available clean aircraft,” said Beam 
Global CEO Desmond Wheatley. 

“Our products make airport charging 
infrastructure available now, ushering in a new level 
of aviation access for rural and suburban denizens.

“There are around 20,000 public and private 
airports across the U.S. and we want to put clean, 
impact-free charging infrastructure in all of them.”

Main Powered by the 
sun!
Inset Beam Global CEO 
Desmond Wheatley 
congratulates Joe 
Oldham, president of 
New Vision Aviation

Travis Ludlow completes round-
the-world record bid

https://youtu.be/o5QBmzmxouc
https://youtu.be/XNCwWv78bq0
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Older Cirrus aircraft fitted with early Entegra 
flight decks will soon have a way to update the 
equipment: Avidyne’s new Vantage flight 
display systems.

The first Vantage certification will be for a dual 
12-inch diagonal upgrade for legacy Cirrus aircraft, 
replacing the Entegra. Avidyne Vantage features 
synthetic vision, hybrid touch user interface, dual-
AHRS MFD reversion, and much more.

Avidyne president, Dan Schwinn, said, “We’ve 
challenged ourselves to provide large displays that are 
even easier to use than our earlier products, while being 
more capable and functional than anything we have 
done before.

“Eventually the Avidyne Vantage product line will 
include a wide range of display sizes and levels of 
functionality, and certification across a wide range of 
aircraft and associated legacy equipment.”

Avidyne believes there are roughly 4,000 Cirrus 
piston-singles dated from 2002 to mid-2008 which 
would benefit.

The introductory price for Vantage is $12,500 retail 
per display for existing Entegra-equipped Cirrus 
aircraft with Entegra core trade-in. The upgrade is 
expected in 2022.

Avidyne launches Vantage dual 12-inch 
displays for older Cirrus aircraft

Above Older Cirrus avionics can be refreshed with Avidyne’s Vantage flight deck

Engine failure? Press Smart Glide
Engine failure is an emergency pilots are 
taught to handle but now Garmin has come 
with a tool to help: Smart Glide.

Smart Glide will automate tasks to reduce pilot 
workload during an engine failure. It can be 
activated by either a dedicated button or by holding 
down the ‘direct-to’ button for two seconds. To work, 
it needs compatible avionics, such as Garmin’s GTN 
Xi series navigators.

Smart Glide assists by recommending a suitable 
airfield within glide range, as well as giving critical 
information to the pilot and optimising avionics 
settings. If there’s no airfield within glide range, 
Smart Glide provides alerts while continuing to 
search for an airport in range, and automatically 
pitching for best glide speed.

Smart Glide can automatically engage a 
compatible autopilot and pitch for the aircraft’s best 
glide speed, while simultaneously navigating the 
aircraft to the selected airfield, leaving the pilot to 
make the actual approach and landing.

For aircraft without a compatible Garmin 
autopilot, Smart Glide will still provide critical 
information and features to help manage engine 
emergencies and help to reduce pilot workload. 
Permit aircraft with G3X Touch and a G3X 
autopilot can also enable Smart Glide technology 
when appropriately equipped. Above Engine out! Press the button and Smart Glide will help
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Instant Expert

Better regulation?

T here is not a huge amount of regulatory news 
this month, so while there is plenty in 
progress at the CAA, on this occasion I will 
stick to some more general ref lections on what 
the future might hold.

On the one hand the commercial f light 
training industry wants more mutual recognition with 
EASA, but on the other, many want to take advantage of 
the freedom from European rules. Either way I think we 
need to focus on regulatory policy which is driven by 
acceptable levels of safety rather than legal structures. 

I also think we should be aiming to achieve regulations 
which are more accessible and easier to understand at 
grassroots level. 

I would be the f irst to advocate that there was plenty the 
EASA system got right on GA regulation, but there were 
two main weaknesses. 

Firstly, there was too much complexity (or ‘granularity’ 
as experts might say), to the point that internal consistency 
sometimes broke down. 

Secondly, the interaction between national and 
European spheres caused confusion, and outcomes which 
were driven by legal imperatives rather than safety ones. 
These are traps to avoid in the future.

In the short term I imagine we will still see a few strange 
outcomes. While very welcome news, there was some irony 
in the recent announcement that the update of the UK-
French agreement on amateur-built and historic aircraft 
would allow UK LAPL holders to f ly such aircraft in 
France, despite not being permitted to f ly former EASA 
aircraft in the same circumstances. This was possible 
because within the realm of national law, the UK and 
France could specify that any licence valid for the aircraft 
in the state of registry would be accepted for f light in the 
other state. 

Since the Air Navigation Order renders a UK Part-FCL 
licence valid in non-Part-21 aircraft, France will recognise 
it for UK aircraft subject to the agreement. This also goes 
for pilots holding a medical declaration, which is quite 
signif icant news.

Regulating problems
One problem with regulations is that sometimes you must 
draw lines between things in order to regulate them 
differently – we would not want a world in which all 
aviation activity was regulated the same way because that 
would likely mean everyone being held to the highest 
standard available. 

But people fall either side of lines, sometimes only 
marginally. Perhaps for the sake of a kilo or a year, two 
otherwise similar aircraft might fall into a different 

regulatory bucket. The key though is determining whether 
a line is serving a useful purpose from a safety or 
consistency point of view – legal structures should be the 
tool to achieve that, not a limitation nor a driver. For this 
reason, I still believe the UK should be moving away from 
the retained EU law – not necessary to make substantive 
policy changes, but because it is a line that is driving 
unnecessary complexity. I also think this would also be  
an important step towards better understanding of 
regulations generally.

Several years ago, while manning the EASA stand at 
Aero Friedrichshafen, a rather bewildered American expat 
asked me to explain the European aviation regulatory 
system (I think he had recently moved to Switzerland, 
which although not in the EU, is a member of EASA). 

The split legal framework of EASA and national 
regulations was diff icult to get across at f irst, particularly 
explaining how EASA legal competence was discharged 
through the member state national authorities. With a 
certain amount of knowledge of the FAA rules, it was 
helpful to be able to point out some key differences.

USA clarity
Now debate about the FAA versus other systems is 
widespread, but one observation I would make of the US is 
that the regulatory system is better understood by those in 
it. Regulation does not have this sort of mythology around 
it that it seems to in Europe. You still hear plenty of 
moaning about the FAA for policy reasons, but pilots 
reading and understanding actual regulations is not 
considered remarkable. It is not something reserved for 
policy gurus and lawyers. One explanation is that there are 
not these various layers of regulation that interact with each 
other in strange ways – the FARs take a sort of building 
block approach that is well understood, even if one could 
debate the merits of the detail. 

I remember when going for my FAA commercial check 
ride, forgetting my ‘FAR/AIM’ manual which covers key 
regulations. The examiner was not impressed. I can still 
hear his words of admonishment… “How could you forget 
your regulation?” 

Thankfully, I had done my revision. What is notable is 
that the regulations reproduced in FAR/AIM are not some 
‘plain language’ version of the law, they are the actual text 
of the Code of Federal Regulations and for the most part, 
are fairly easy to understand. 

In contrast, as the editor of the CAA’s Skyway Code, while 
I am quite proud of the blend of safety and regulatory 
material, I did f ind it frustrating that much of the content 
needed rehashing into plain English in the f irst place. 
Perhaps it is time for a clean sheet… 

Ed Bellamy reflects on making regulations that are easier to understand 
explains what you’ll need to do if you’re affected
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UK pilot licences have been 
‘seriously degraded in 
value and utility’ following 
Brexit, according to a letter 
sent by the British Airline 
Pilots’ Association (BALPA) 
to the Secretary of State for 
Transport, Grant Shapps.

“The new state of play has 
actively prevented UK pilots, 
including those made 
redundant due to Covid-19, 
from securing UK jobs,” said 
the letter.

BALPA asks Mr Shapps for 
‘the UK to re-secure the swift 
and cost-free mutual 
recognition of European pilot 
licences’.

The letter continues, 
“Following the UK’s 
withdrawal from the European 
Union, pilots with UK pilot 
licences are no longer able to 
fly EU registered aircraft – 
including those based at UK 
airports – without a lengthy 
and expensive licence 
conversion. This is an active 
barrier to UK pilots being 
offered jobs.

“However, pilots with EU 
licences are able to fly aircraft 
registered in the UK, giving 
EASA licenced pilots the 
advantage in applications.

“To date, the UK 
Government has done little to 

even raise this contradiction 
with the EU.”

Acting BALPA General 
Secretary Brian Strutton 
added, “This is an anomaly 
missed by the Government 
during the negotiations that 
needs to be resolved. It worked 
perfectly for both pilots and 
airlines across Europe prior to 
Brexit. Ministers need to aim 
higher in their discussions on it 
with their EU counterparts.

“Pilots want the 
Government to stand up for 
their profession and help them 
get back flying rather than 
relying on furlough or 
struggling with redundancy.”

For the past ten years 
Helicentre Aviation Academy 
at Leicester Airport has been 
offering scholarships and 
bursaries to help pay for pilot 
training and its latest round of 
funding is its biggest yet – 
£250,000. The first deadline 
is 15 August.  Full details here.

Flight simulator manufacturer 
Alsim has launched its 
newest jet simulator, The 
Airliner. It’s a multi-purpose 
hybrid simulator (fly-by-wire 
or conventional control) for 
advanced MCC, APS MCC, 
JOC, LOFT and UPRT 
training. Watch a video here 

 

Ready to start training in 
September? L3Harris is 
offering an EASA Integrated 
ATPL course for €78,000, 
including free board during 
groundschool. The training 
will be at L3Harris’ academy 
in Ponte de Sor, Portugal, 
and graduates will finish with 
an EASA ATPL. Apply here 
 
Egnatia Aviation in Greece is 
celebrating its 15th year with 
full implementation of 
Competency Based Training 
(CBT). The Kavala-based ATO 
is offering its Integrated EASA 
ATPL course at a special price 
of €67,900. Details here 
 
Pilot training company CAE 
is to work with Volocopter, to 
create a training programme 
for future pilots of eVTOL 
vehicles.
 
New partnerships have been 
created by Aeros Group with 
Hields Aviation and Bristol & 
Wessex Aeroplane Club. 
Students can complete the 
first part of training at their 
chosen DTO, Leeds Bradford 
or Bristol, before going to an 
Aeros Academy to complete 
ATPLs with Cat3C.

L3Harris is partnering with 
the University of Central 
Lancashire to launch a BSc 
(Hons) degree in aviation 
that combines academic 
study with professional pilot 
training. More here

In Brief 

Pilot Careers
www.pilotcareernews.com The definitive source for pilot training, career and industry news

UK government urged to secure 
recognition of UK licences by the EU

F
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USA airline United is putting 
its money and faith in an 
electric aircraft start-up called 
Heart Aerospace which is 
developing the ES-19, a 19-seat 
electric aircraft with a range of 
up to 250 miles. United 
Airlines has conditionally 
agreed to purchase 100 ES-19 
aircraft, which could enter into 
service as early as 2026.

United takes Heart in electric future

https://www.pilotcareernews.com/helicentre-offers-250000-in-helicopter-pilot-scholarships/
https://youtu.be/NEaQ5N1H2QU
https://www.l3commercialaviation.com/uk/airline-academy/easa-pilot-training/easa-pilot-training-courses/portugal-easa-integrated-atpl/
http://www.egnatia-aviation.aero
https://www.l3commercialaviation.com/uk/airline-academy/
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How did you get into flying?
Although nobody in my family has a 
background in aviation, in high school I 
decided I wanted to become an astronaut. 
That’s why in 2000 I joined the United States 
Air Force Academy, with a love of aviation, 
but zero flight experience. Due to life 
circumstances, I decided to forego becoming 
an astronaut and continue to fly fighters.

Tell us about your job?
I’m a production and training pilot for 
Lockheed Martin, flying the F-16 and F-35 
from the company’s Aeronautics HQ in Fort 
Worth, Texas. 

Flying these fighter jets is incredible. You’re 
hitting almost Mach 2.0, faster than the speed 
of sound. 

I have a lot of experience in the F-16, 
which is an amazing aircraft. I’m still 
learning in the F-35. I’m the first person to fly 
the new aircraft as they come off the 
production line, which is like driving a car 
that’s come straight from the factory. It’s so 
technologically advanced – I’m still in awe. 

As its first pilots, we’re testing the F-35’s 
airworthiness and manoeuvrability. We’re 
currently pushing the jet to its limits, exploring its full capabilities 
before delivering it to the customers. The transition between the 
two aircraft has been relatively easy since the F-35 is easy to fly. It 
has to be, as the pilots will be focused on battle management and 
their missions, the flying part has to become second nature.

To me, working for Lockheed Martin is more than just a job. It’s 
also personal, my husband flies the F-16 and my brother-in-law flies 
the F-35. We want to hand over to the military a product that will 
bring them home safely. For example with Auto-GCAS, which 
prevents collisions when the pilot becomes incapacitated. This 
technology has already saved lives in the F-16 and will also be 
incorporated in the F-35. Continuously striving for the highest 
quality, we’re helping our military warfighters across the world 
achieve their missions. Doing this while getting to fly the two best 
fighter jets out there, is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity.

What training did you have?
After graduating from USAF Academy in 2004, I went straight 
into pilot training, learning to fly on the T-6 and the T-38. In 2006, 
I started my F-16 training and in 2007, I got to fly the F-16 for the 
United States Air Force. 

In 2016, I left the USAF and was a stay-at-home mum – which 
was harder than any training I’ve ever done – before joining 
Lockheed Martin in 2018. I was first selected to fly the F-16 and in 
June 2021, after six weeks of training and 12 simulator scenarios, I 
got to fly the F-35.

What’s been your favourite flight?  
A combat mission I flew in the Middle East in 2015. Our guys on 
the ground were overrun by enemy forces, so they called us in. 
Together with my wingman in another F-16, I dropped bombs 
nearby to provide them with enough time to escape. Afterwards, 
the guys on the ground thanked me for saving their lives. That’s 
when I truly realised the impact that our missions have. 

And your favourite airfield? 
I really like Aviano Air Base in Northern Italy, where I was 
stationed with my husband from 2015. This was towards the end of 
my military career, so I had some more experience and time to 
actually look out the windows while flying. Aviano is right next to 
the Italian Alps, the views over the mountains from 30,000ft were 
amazing.

Do you get to fly much outside of work?
No, and to be honest I don’t have much desire to do so. I love flying 
fighters so much and I already get to fly my two favourite aircraft 
with my job. Any flying I’d do outside work just couldn’t compete. 

What’s your most valuable career advice?
‘You’ve got this’. Three female fighter pilot instructors took me 
aside at the start of my F-16 pilot training and told me this. It’s only 
three words, but it was exactly what I needed to hear at that time as 
it gave me the confidence to get through the F-16 training.  

Monessa Balzhiser    
Faster than the speed of sound – Monessa Balzhiser is a production and training 

pilot for Lockheed Martin. Interview by Yayeri van Baarsen

I Get Paid for This…
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“Doing this is 
a once-in-a-

lifetime 
opportunity”

Flying CV
Former USAF F-16 pilot Monessa 
‘Siren’ Balzhiser is Lockheed 
Martin’s first female F-16 and F-35 
production and training pilot.
Started current job: April 2018
Now flying: F-16 & F-35
Favourite aircraft: F-16 & F-35. “They’re the 
two best fighter jets out there – I can’t choose 
between them.”
Hours at job start: Approx. 1,400
Hours now: Over 1,700 
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Something I’d only tried once before and 
decided that, while it was jolly good fun, I just 
don’t currently have the time to spend a whole 
day at a gliding site for one or two flights. 
There’s a reason you mostly see retired folk 
and teenagers there, which is that everyone 
has to help with each launch and wait their 
turn for a flight. That and the weather is even 

more of a factor than with powered aircraft. And we all know 
how fickle the UK weather is…

Recently, I was lucky enough to spend the day one weekend  
fairly recently at Deeside Gliding Club in Aboyne. I was 
supposed to be landing my work’s PC-12 there, as one of the 
clients wanted to spend the weekend somewhere close by and 
didn’t fancy the drive from Aberdeen. As it happened the 
weather was rubbish on the Friday we arrived and so we ended 
up diverting to Aberdeen anyway. But with accommodation 
booked in Aboyne, the cheapest option was to hire a car and 
drive over. Which is how I found myself at Deeside one 
Saturday morning to 
see if I could blag a 
flight in a glider. 

Frustratingly the 
weather on Saturday 
was perfect to land a 
PC-12 but not so good 
for gliders with 
mid-level cloud cover 
and not much wind. Still, not to be put off, my colleague and I 
got chatting to the lovely folk at the airfield. Bob Dunthorn, 
the man in charge of things, very kindly paired us up with one 
of their instructor pilots, Tim Martin, for quick up and down 
flight. Induction video watched and waivers signed, we waited 
our turn for our flights around the valley. 

The first time I tried gliding was on a winch, which was 
quite an exciting and quick way to gain altitude, so I was 
intrigued how an aerotow would compare, especially behind a 
Eurofox which I assumed would take an age to gain altitude. 

The glider we would be flying was an Allstar SZD-54 
Perkoz. This thing is a serious bit of kit with tech most GA 
aircraft could only dream of. Fitted with a full glass cockpit, 
auto pitch trim and a load of other bells and whistles, I was 
impressed. It is also rated to +5/-2G if you fancy throwing it 
upside down at any point. 

Once strapped in (with parachute), my instructor Tim 
talked me through the take-off which he’d be doing before 
letting me have a go once we were safely away from the 
ground. Tim is one of those chaps who resonates an air of 
calm and just the sort of pilot I like to fly with. Confident in his 
own abilities and happy to let a hack like me give most of the 

flying a go, while talking me through it all but able to take over 
at any stage should I cock it up. 

The take-off was simple enough and, as you’d expect, the 
glider was airborne before the Eurofox, which provided a 
surprising amount of oomph as it towed us into the air. Once 
clear of the airfield, Tim gave me control and I got my first feel 
of the glider. Thankfully, nearly 3,000 hours in tailwheel 
aircraft prepared me well for what to expect when it comes to 
using your feet to balance out turns correctly, and I kept the 
little Eurofox fixed in the view ahead like we were locked in a 
dogfight until we released at the base of the clouds. 

The Perkoz is a delight to fly and I absolutely love the 
auto-trim. All you have to do is set the attitude you require for 
the airspeed you want and pull a little trigger on the control 
stick. The pitch is then trimmed for that speed. Genius! This 
then makes the task of finding some lift much easier and of 
course ensures you are always flying along at best glide speed. 
Unfortunately, there was pretty much no lift at all but I did get 
a good opportunity to have a decent play with the Perkoz. It’s a 

very slippery thing which accelerates with only a gentle pitch 
down and with a glide ratio of over 1:40, seems to hang in the 
air forever. GA aircraft in comparison feel like flying bricks. 

After 15 minutes or so we were getting low in the valley so 
turned back for the airfield. Tim very kindly let me fly the 
approach all the way down until the very last minute where he 
took control for the landing. What struck me the most was how 
steep the angle of descent was on the approach. If I was that 
high so close into the runway with my Cub, I’d have been 
power off and sideslipping it for all it was worth – and probably 
still not have got down enough to land. Those speed brakes on 
the Perkoz were remarkable!

All in all, I’d certainly recommend anyone to give gliding a 
go. It’ll teach you some stuff you didn’t know and perhaps even 
get you hooked. If I had the time I’d be back for some more 
lessons, but for now I will wait a few more years until I’m not 
busy thinking about building my RV-8. Many thanks to 
everyone at Deeside for their hospitality – and I hope to pop in 
again soon!

Going gliding
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Currently dividing his time between a Cub, a Catalina… oh, and a PC-12 
matt.dearden@seager.aero

On Approach  
Matt DearDen
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 “I was lucky enough to spend the day at 
Deeside Gliding Club in Aboyne”
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L ast weekend, I bolted my Citroen diesel 
engine to the front of my Jodel… It’s a 
spanner job that’s already been a long time 
coming, and it represents a minor personal 
milestone rather than a glorious destination, 
as there’s still some way to go. Pipes and wires 
to connect, radiator to install, wiring to do 
(more on that later), gauges to fit and connect, 

and cowls to make pretty… Well maybe that bit’s not possible 
without starting from scratch, so let’s say ‘modification to 
existing cowls’ to be completed, and so on. Hopefully though, 
the old adage normally trotted out when talking of firewalls 
(90% finished, 90% still to go) won’t apply in this case, because I 
built up the whole installation on a stand with a dummy wall. 
With just a couple of minor clashes, it all seems to fit. 

Even getting ready for the bolt up took a lot longer than I’d 
expected, and it was a lot more arduous. I’m not as flexible as I 
would like, or used to be, but I’m still much the same height, 
and the Jodel features a large spar carry-through running 
across the cabin which requires you to lie upside down across it 
to get your head under the panel. If you wear glasses, the focal 
length is then too short. There is also the fuel tank which goes 
between the firewall and the panel and traps most of the wires 
coming through. I tried, and I tried again, but there was 
nothing for it but to summon smaller and more agile assistance. 

“You know what you want to do with all that,” said Andy, as 
he surveyed the vast mass of tangled wires, some of it heavy, 
armoured and colour coded, obviously dating from 1964, some 
of it white and random from the 8.33 era – and some already 
bearing bits of tape with legends in pen, laboriously applied by 
me. “You want to rip the whole lot out and just start again,” was 
my helper’s blunt assessment. “It’ll be so much easier than trying 
to work out what someone else has done...”

He’s right, of course, but there was something already 
troubling about the vast pile of aviation-specific technology 
filling a large table, all of it apparently essential for the flight 
which brought the aeroplane here. Electronic ignition boxes to 
spark the Potez engine, several junction boxes, numerous fuel 
system parts, gascolator and pipes, cable-operated master 
switch, alternator regulator, battery box, controls for mixture, 
carb heat and – the substantial dual throttle arrangement which 
refused to leave until we dropped the fuel tank. And of course, 
the two panels. In this particular Jodel each is mounted on long 
flexible stalks, which bring the vacuum-operated flight 
instruments clear of the fuel tank on the left, and the radio and 
transponder on the right. At least removal of all this made the 
cockpit immediately more spacious, a detail that Avions Robin 
applied to the 200 series which came soon after.

We picked through the pile of parts, just to be sure. No 
ignition system on a diesel, so that was one large heap. Fuel 

system stuff made up another, but there still seemed to be a very 
large one related to the electrical system. I would now need only 
one wire from the alternator to the battery, one to the electronic 
rev counter and one each to start and run the electric pump. No 
carb heat and no mixture controls. One exhaust pipe rather 
than two. Maybe the burning of oil is just simpler as well as 
more frugal. 

There is too a large choice of modern electronic instruments, 
all occupying a great deal less space. I could even opt for just two 
screens, one each side of the panel, if I could afford them, but I’ll 
probably go for the ubiquitous remote head radio and 
transponder and an iPad, plus some matching automotive 
gauges. As someone said, ‘you can spot a needle out of place 
whereas you have to read a number and process the information’. 
Maybe sometime, when I know the engine works… 

The engine side of the firewall certainly looked less busy after 
my efforts, but there’s no doubt it had left a lot of holes. I counted 
115 of them, and no, that’s not a guess. Some would need to be 
filled again, but there were plenty that wouldn’t. Might have 
been better to start again there too, but this is mainly an engine 
research project, so I have been trying to deal with the essentials 
in order so I can prove the motive parts. If it doesn’t work as I 
hope, then there is the depressing reality of having to put some 
of the stuff mounting up on the table back on the aeroplane. Best 
not think about that… As Andy said, “It’s an engine designed to 
do 150,000 miles without attention. Why wouldn’t it work…” 

It’s not quite that simple of course. The engine will be 
attached to parts for which it wasn’t designed, and there are 
details like torsional vibration, which still cause headaches for 
automotive designers (it’s why your car features an expensive 
dual mass flywheel…), let alone amateur builders of aviation 
reduction drives. 

The entire firewall forward assembly which incorporates 
their choice has actually been ready since the middle of the first 
lockdown, but I had been hitherto loath to mount it, just in case 
someone in authority decided I shouldn’t be doing it like that, or 
something. Since ‘they’ haven’t said anything much over the last 
18 months, I’ve decided to press ahead anyway. I’ll let you know 
how it goes... 

Diesel project progress…

Working vintage aircraft and cars make Mark particularly happy
mark.hales@seager.aero

Full Throttle
Mark Hales
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“You want to rip the whole 
lot out and just start again”
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A couple of weeks ago a Notam appeared 
establishing some temporary restricted 
airspace. It covered a flight between 
Sandringham and Windsor, so even if you 
don’t subscribe to Majesty Magazine, you 
can probably work out who was likely in 
the helicopter. Temporary Restricted 
Airspace – a RA(T) – for this kind of 

rotary winged flight is relatively new, but it clearly presents a bit 
of a security dilemma. Disseminate the information publicly 
– and way in advance – and you presumably increase the 
terrorist risk. Keep it quiet and don’t publish (as used to be the 
case for rotary flights) and you run the risk of someone in 
another aircraft coming too close (I guess?). 

The chosen solution seems to be to publish the information 
close to the time of the flight, and in this case, in a way that’s 
difficult for people to interpret. This particular Notam came with 
a huge circle of influence that covered much of southern England. 

There was an AIS briefing note that showed the actual area, 
but that was not linked from the Notam and took a bit more 
searching. The CAA’s 
Skywise service also 
mentioned the 
restriction, but did so on 
the day of the flight. 

Originally, thanks to 
the large area of 
influence called out by 
the Notam’s Q line, the restriction appeared as a big shaded area 
on the navigation apps which we are rightly all encouraged to use. 
On the day in question SkyDemon plotted the exact area, but 
thanks to a typo in one of the coordinates this had been done 
manually by the team at SkyDemon HQ. 

I asked the CAA a few questions about the Notam. What is 
the new requirement for a RA(T) when these were previously 
not needed (I didn’t get an answer to this but I thought the CAA 
might at least have pointed me in the right direction). Why it 
wasn’t it machine readable and, given the CAA’s requirement for 
MORing all RA(T) infringements, how many reports there’s 
been, and given the late delivery and poor format, if the subjects 
for this MOR would be treated in the way as other MORs. 

I was surprised to receive a somewhat borderline aggressive 
response from a CAA spokesperson… All pilots have a legal and 
moral duty to ensure their flight can be made safely and all should be aware 
of any local air space restrictions that affect their planned routes. SkyWise 
does not replace the use of Notams and the need for all pilots to study the 
Notams alert as part of their pre-flight planning. This system does require 
the user to register and login when wanting to use the site. There are other 
ways to see Notam information such as the very successful online pre-flight 
planning tools, some of which are free to use. From time to time we do use 

SkyWise to share relevant and timely updates from the AIS website to GA 
stakeholders. To ensure the user has access to the full report, a link to the 
AIS website will be shared. When we share a SkyWise we want to ensure 
we include the most update to date/accurate version. The best way to do this 
is to share a link to the source of the information and so a link included in a 
SkyWise is regarded as the best method. The Notams system does require a 
login to read the full alert. This system is run and managed by NATS. 

NATS also told me that the Notam in question had been 
created by the CAA. For the thousandth time, we’d all be 
better off if we worked together on this rather than working on 
our own sloped shoulder posture. 

Pilots know they have to check Notam (all pilots have a legal 
and moral duty…), but thanks to that, the CAA and maybe 
NATS feel justified in washing their hands of any 
responsibility they have to make sure safety critical 
information is disseminated in a way that is accurate, timely 
and easy to consume. 

Sit there smugly saying, ‘it’s your fault, you should know 
better’ if you like, but that doesn’t really get any of us where we 
all want to be, does it? 

We are clearly in a much better place now than in the days 
of teleprinters spewing pages of information, all of which was 
and still is in CAPITAL LETTERS, but almost all of that 
progress has come about client side, while many of the 
remaining problems are generated on the creator side. 

If it’s a critical system (and it is), perhaps we could all agree 
to point the accusatory finger at ourselves and ask how we can 
do better, how we can make things easier? 

In that spirit, and until things are better, a couple of tips for 
pilots confused by a huge swathe of LAT/LONG coordinates. 
In software such as SkyDemon, you can click on the coordinates 
in the Notam window and see them highlighted on the map. If 
they are not plotted it will make it much easier to visualise the 
restriction than trying to plot them manually on a paper chart. 

For belt and braces, and to catch any last minute changes, 
call the AIS information line as your last bit of prep. From the 
UK call 08085 354802 (free from landlines or mobiles) or +44 
(0)1489 887515 from overseas, there you’ll find a recorded 
message with the day’s restrictions. 

Maybe we could help each other?
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Publisher, pre C-19 often found flying something new and interesting
ics@seager.aero

Squawks
Ian Seager

 “Smugly saying ‘it’s your fault’ doesn’t get 
any of us where we all want to be, does it?” 

mailto:ics%40seager.aero?subject=


Osh 
‘21

The Experimental Aircraft Association’s annual AirVenture 
show in Oshkosh, Wisconsin, made a triumphant return after 

missing a year due to Covid… and it didn’t fail to deliver!
Words Ed Hicks & PHotograPHy LEo corrEa-Luna
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A welcome return… 
After peak Covid pandemic conditions  
caused the Experimental Aircraft 
Association’s AirVenture 2020 event to be 
cancelled, it’s fair to say there was a huge 
amount of pent-up desire for its big return 
to Wittman Regional Airport in Oshkosh, 
Wisconsin in 2021. 

This year’s event, billed as ‘The wait is 
over’, incorporated a number of Covid-safe 
precautions around the site, and some of 

the larger public events, such as the Monday 
night opening concert, were put to one side. 
But that didn’t stop AirVenture 2021 from 
making a BIG return. Good weather in the 
run-up to the event saw higher than normal 
fly-in visitors, even before the official 
opening day.

By the end of the seven-day event, 
visitors tallied 608,000, swelling the City of 
Oshkosh’s normal population nearly 10-fold. 

More than 10,000 aircraft flew in, including 
3,176 show planes including a record 1,420 
vintage aircraft, 1,089 homebuilt aircraft, 
354 warbirds, 148 aerobatic aircraft, 112 
seaplanes, 33 ultralights, and 27 rotorcraft.

For the many international visitors unable 
to attend, including FLYER, due to Covid 
travel restrictions, we can look forward to 
AirVenture 2022, dates for which are 
already set for July 25-31… See you there!
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Oshkosh 2021Oshkosh 2021

Mike’s Monster Cub
Aviation YouTuber Mike Patey just got his 
highly modified Carbon Cub, Scrappy, test 
flown in time to arrive on Tuesday morning. 
The aircraft, powered by a custom 600hp 
Lycoming IO-780, features a custom wing 
with double-slotted slats, slotted flaps, and 
electro-hydraulically adjustable suspension 
– oh and a five-screen Garmin EFIS panel. The 
aeroplane, and Mike, were mobbed all week…

Mystery RV…
The TwinJag, is an RV-6A modified to use 
two 120hp Corvair engines. Builder Jim 
Tomaszewski reports that it performs just 
like it did when it had one 160hp Lycoming. 
He just wanted some redundancy!

Kit-built jet
If your kit-building aspirations have a higher 
flight-level aspiration than most, and you 
fancy a jet, then Stratos Aircraft have the 
716X, an experimental version of the aircraft 
it hopes to offer as a certified type.

Van’s Aircraft surprise…
The RV-15 is on its way, and wait for it, it’s 
going to be high-wing and ‘backcountry 
capable’. No more news than that was 
revealed, but work is underway on the new 
aircraft… perhaps an unveil in 2022? 
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https://www.youtube.com/c/MikePatey/videos
https://www.youtube.com/c/MikePatey/videos
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GIMVkTk26fw
https://www.stratosaircraft.com/
https://www.stratosaircraft.com/
https://www.vansaircraft.com/rv-15/
https://www.vansaircraft.com/rv-15/
https://www.vansaircraft.com/rv-15/


WANT TO MAKE THE SMART AUTOPILOT CHOICE? 
START WITH THE SERVOS.

*With compatible Garmin navigator and fl ight instrument or fl ight display © 2019 Garmin Ltd. or its subsidiaries. 

PRECISION FLYING
WITH FAST, SMOOTH INPUTS

MODERN, PATENTED,
SMART BRUSHLESS SERVOS

ADVANCED
VERTICAL NAVIGATION*

GROUNDBREAKING
JET AUTOPILOT TECHNOLOGY

THE GFC™ 500 RETROFIT AUTOPILOT SYSTEM. THE SUPERIOR DIGITAL SOLUTION FOR YOUR AIRCRAFT.

LOW COST
OF OWNERSHIP

NOW AVAILABLE AND EASA APPROVED FOR MANY POPULAR MAKES AND MODELS OF AIRCRAFT. 
VISIT GARMIN.COM/GFC500 FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, MODEL COVERAGE AND CERTIFICATION PLANS.

19-MCJT23963 GFC 500 Autopilot Ad_EU-218x300-FlyerUK.indd   1 6/21/19   9:18 AM

http://www.garmin.com/gfc500
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Oshkosh 2021

Someone call for a taxi?
Volocopter claimed the Oshkosh appearance 
of the Volocopter 2X as the first manned 
demonstration of a fully electric vertical 
take-off and landing (eVTOL) air taxi in the 
US. Hey, JOBY Aviation, see you in 2022?

Want an eVTOL kitplane? 
Been waiting for an eVTOL kitplane? Then 
teTra Aviation Corp from Japan has just the 
machine for you. The teTra Mk5 uses 32 
motors mounted on two wings. On sale in 
2022, the single seater is priced at $400k.

(Air)Space oddity
The SkyLab Engineering S1 features an 
all-glass nose and a tiny blown-lift wing with 
10 electric motors. With a predicted cruise of  
150kt using a hybrid power source, it’s pretty 
wild, but we hope to see it finished!

Blackfly wows…
Opener made manned demonstration flights 
of Blackfly, its twin-winged, carbon-airframe 
ultralight powered by eight electric motors. 
The aircraft takes off and lands vertically, 
and transitions to level flight. Cruise  is 
80mph with a 40 mile range, rate of climb is 
500fpm. SSDR compatible here in the UK…? 
We hope so!
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https://www.tetra-aviation.com/mk-5
https://www.skylab.engineering/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Xa_Gghn63E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Xa_Gghn63E


TAE Aerospace acquires 
Honeywell’s TPE331  
Engine Rental Bank
A recent announcement of the acquisition of 
Honeywell Aerospace’s TPE331 Engine Rental  
Bank confirms that TAE Aerospace now has  
the world’s largest TPE331 engine lease pool. 

This reinforces our position as the industry’s leading  
MRO provider for the TPE331 engine, globally.

21 Honeywell TPE331 rental engine variants from -5 to -14  
have been added to TAE Aerospace’s existing rental engine  
pool, with engines leased out of TAE Aerospace facilities. 

As part of this acquisition, existing Honeywell customers will  
continue to receive their TPE331 rental engines under the terms  
of their current Maintenance Service Plan (MSP) agreements. 

TAE Aerospace is already the first choice MRO provider for  
TPE331 operators in Europe, North and South America, 
Middle East, Africa and the Asia-Pacific. 

Our established TPE331 customer base will also benefit from  
the acquisition with even faster turn-times and the high-quality  
engine performance and value they are accustomed to. 

Effective immediately, existing Honeywell rental engine  
customers can contact TAE Aerospace through their  
regional sales manager.

Talk to Tomas today on +420 725 908 515  
or email tomas.benes@taeaerospace.com  
to find out how we can manage your  
next scheduled or unscheduled event.

ANNOUNCEMENT

www.taeaerospace.com

http://www.taeaerospace.com
mailto:tomas.benes%40taeaerospace.com?subject=


Oshkosh 2021

Polished perfection
This 1949 Cessna 140A is nicknamed Uno 
because it’s the very first example of the 
type. An absolutely perfect restoration right 
down to the inclusion of an original radio, it 
was completed just weeks before AirVenture 
by Lorraine and Ken Morris. The aircraft was a 
very worthy winner of the Classic Aircraft 
Grand Champion award. 

Brodie system L4
The amazing thing at Oshkosh is that you can 
guarantee you’ll see something unique that 
you’ll have only seen in the history books. 
Like this Piper L4, with original Brodie system 
gear for a wire-borne landing on a ship!

Belated celebrations
In the Vintage Aircraft area there were 
sizable gatherings of types to help celebrate 
100(+1) years since the founding of the 
Stinson Aircraft Company, and 75 (+1) years 
of the ERCO Aircoupe. 

Perfection not needed…
…to win awards. This Beechcraft C-45 was 
retired to a mechanics school, until it was 
saved and returned to flight by Hunter 
Hamilton. The aircraft, including 1963 paint, is 
a complete time capsule of originality.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OIba5RNEFSA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OIba5RNEFSA


It’s high time 
for a fresh start
As the world opens up and looks to new opportunities, 
pilots who fly behind a Continental® are getting ready to 
enjoy the open skies once more. It’s an exciting time to 
have a Continental® engine, to be part of a growing family 
of flyers who enjoy the best in innovation. 

Served by one of the industry’s most innovative and technologically
advanced manufacture and service centers, Continental® 
pilots are backed by experience and expertise that are 
second to none.  
 
Which means that every start with our engines
is a fresh start. 

©2021 Continental Aerospace Technologies.™ All rights reserved.
www.continental.aero

http://www.continental.aero


Oshkosh 2021

Seaplanes on dry land
While the tranquil Oshkosh Seaplane base is 
just a few miles to the south of the airfield, 
there are always a few beautiful sea and 
floatplanes around, like this rare Piaggio 
Royal Gull and Grumman Turbine Goose. 

There’s a storm coming…
A Derecho weather event threatened 
Wednesday night with high winds and hail. 
Around 2,000 aircraft left early, and those 
that remained wrapped up in preparation. 
The storm centre missed by just five miles…

Lightest flight
Located to the south end of the Wittman 
Field site, the Fun Fly zone is where you can 
find the lightest types of aviation at Oshkosh.  
The little strip is busy all day, with its own low 
level circuit, right into the late evening…

Dawn patrol
Ever wanted to be woken up by the sound 
of multiple P-51 Mustangs taking off into the 
early morning sunrise? Then we can 
recommend camping at Oshkosh… you’ll 
get it every day. Bliss… unless you’re tired.

| FLYER | September 202134

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TyWr6Om_rh4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TyWr6Om_rh4


© 2021 Avco Corporation

Lycoming holds itself to its own standard – the Lycoming Standard. 

It is a bar, continuously raised, to be better than everyone, including ourselves. For example, our recent 
200-hour TBO extensions give our customers more flying time, increased cost efficiency, and peace of mind. In 
some cases, 400-hour TBO extensions can be approved.

Genuine Lycoming engines and parts are held to high quality standards, offer improved wear characteristics, 
and incorporate Lycoming’s latest innovations and enhancements. Add all this to our customer service, which is 
unmatched in general aviation, and a factory warranty, and you quickly realize that a genuine Lycoming engine is 
the right choice.

There is no substitute for the reliability and durability that you expect and receive from Lycoming. 
Don’t trust your safety to imitations. Choose a genuine Lycoming.

Contact an authorized Lycoming Distributor to purchase genuine Lycoming engines and parts.

www.Lycoming.com

A 400-HOUR TBO EXTENSION IS REAL VALUE

21LYC_Engine-ad_FP_FlyerEU_June.indd   121LYC_Engine-ad_FP_FlyerEU_June.indd   1 3/29/21   11:49 AM3/29/21   11:49 AM

http://www.lycoming.com


Little fighter
Making good use of the Verner Scarlett 
seven-cylinder, 124hp radial engine, 
Scalebirds has developed a scale replica 
P-36A fighter. It also has a 5/8th scale  
Hellcat on the back burner…

New Luscombe
Luscombe Aircraft Company is offering a 
new model 8F LSA with a basic price starting 
from $120,500, with a Continental O-200. It 
is also working on production of hard-to-find 
parts using original factory tooling.

Scale trainer
Having been displayed in various stages of 
build since 2017, Timber Tiger’s 95% scale 
Ryan ST-L kitplane flew in to Oshkosh for the 
first time. Powered by a Rotax 912ULS, we’re 
hoping it finds some UK builders in future!

Oshkosh 2021

Outstanding homebuilts
You’ll find truly staggering examples of 
craftsmanship among the homebuilt 
parking at Oshkosh. Carlo Cilliers Hatz 
Classic, powered by a Rotec radial engine, 
cowled in a hand-formed speed-ring cowl, 
was just one of them. A five-year project, 
Carlo’s Hatz was crowned reserve Grand 
Champion in the plans-built category.
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http://scalebirds.com/
http://scalebirds.com/
https://www.luscombeair.com/
http://www.timbertigeraircraft.com/
http://www.timbertigeraircraft.com/


BEA providing Comprehensive Sales & Support  
for all Piper Aircraft

British European Aviation is the exclusive dealer for Piper Aircraft in the UK, Ireland, the Channel Islands, Isle of Man, Spain and Portugal.
BEA BEA House London Wycombe Air Park Marlow Buckinghamshire SL7 3DP.   +44 (0) 1494 556925  |  BEAplc.com  |  Discover@BEAplc.com

Business Aircraft Trainer AircraftPersonal Aircraft

Come and meet us at the Combined 
London Elite and Private Flyer shows  -  London Wycombe Air Park September 17 &18

http://www.beaplc.com
http://www.flycovered.com


Oshkosh 2021

Magic of Oshkosh…
FLYER’s Osh photographer, Leo Correa-Luna 
discovered that a North American T6, flown 
by his dad and uncle in the Uruguayan Air 
Force was at the show, allowing him to 
recreate an old family photo he found.

Young dreamer
Whether you’re young or old, there’s 
something for everyone at AirVenture… but 
there’s something truly special when you see 
a new generation of pilots starting out on 
their aviation journey…

Add some glow…
Further proof that AirVenture covers the full 
spectrum of aviation, and providing a slightly 
more gentle way to light the Oshkosh sky at 
night, a hot-air balloon night glow takes place 
as the sun sets, and is just a bit magical…

Setting the sky on fire…
On two nights during the Oshkosh week 
there’s a full-on night airshow including a 
wide array of aircraft and pyrotechnics, 
brought to a conclusion with a giant wall of 
fire… It’s LOUD! 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1pHWd18VVTo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1pHWd18VVTo
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Helicopter Sales

Heli Air Sales T :  +44 7831 762500      
E :  Brian.Kane@HeliAir.com

Service and Distribution in the UK for

NEW
Robinson
Decide upon a brand new 
Robinson and create your ideal 
helicopter, delivered just the 
way you want it. 

Select the perfect external 
livery and internal finish as 
well as the most up to date 
glass cockpit technology and 
take your flying enjoyment to a 
whole new level. 

Call Heli Air and have the 
Robinson sales team guide you 
through this unique experience 
from start to delivery. 

COME AND MEET US AT THE COMBINED 
London Elite and Private Flyer shows  -  London Wycombe Air Park September 17 &18

NEW ROBINSON - R22 Beta II • R44 Cadet • R44 Raven I • R44 Raven II • R66 Turbine & Marine   -  ALL MODELS 4 - 6 MONTHS

Sole distributor of Diamond Aircra4   
in the UK and Ireland

It's not just retractable gear that puts the new DA50 in a different class. 
To discover the other innovations you will need to fly in it. 

http://www.gemstoneaviation.co.uk
mailto:sales%40gemstoneaviation.co.uk?subject=
mailto:brian.kane%40heliair.com?subject=
http://www.heliair.com
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How did you get into aviation?
I’ve had an interest in aviation for a long 
time and after discovering seaplanes, I 
became in awe of their capabilities. My 
friend Cory Bixler introduced me to the 
Albatross when I was 18 years old, and it 
never left me. It was a total coincidence 
that my father’s friend from kindergarten, 
Tom Casey, had an Albatross and was in 
the process of restoring it. When he 
provided me with a voyage in his flying 
boat, I didn’t only become inspired to 
produce the documentary, I also made the 
decision to become a pilot.

How did your flight training go?
I actually learned to fly while making my 
documentary. Tom, who is also one of the 
main characters in my film, taught me. I 
went to New York and Connecticut to 
interview him and between our talks, we’d 
go for flying lessons in a Cessna 152. At 
first, I found it hard to make sense of it all, 
but once I got the hang of controlling the 
aircraft, it was fantastic. Being able to land 
an aeroplane is a very satisfying feeling.

Were you expecting your first 
solo?
No, I wasn’t. We’d gone around the 
pattern 10 times, when Tom suddenly got 
out and shook my hand. It was a scary 
moment. At first I felt a bit worried, 
especially when I saw the empty seat, but 

soon I liked the fact that it was all down to 
me to fly this aircraft. There was a little 
turbulence, but all my three landings went 
pretty well. Experiencing this unique new 
medium by myself was certainly a 
memorable moment.

What makes the Albatross so 
special for you?
I regard it as the absolute greatest and 
most adventurous machine ever created. 
To me, the Albatross is the perfect blend of 
form, function and design. Being a 
filmmaker, I wanted to combine this with 
great scenic backgrounds, presenting the 
aircraft in both exotic and iconic locations 
around the world. Iconic, because of its 
history, and exotic, because that’s where 
the dream goes. The Albatross speaks to 
the fantasy, it can just about take you 
anywhere you wish to go.

What were the best moments 
from filming?
There were countless great moments 
during the making of this film. Many 
times, after lots of adversities and 
challenges, the stars aligned and I got the 
shot I was seeking. When shooting in the 
Bahamas thunderstorms were forecast, but 
we managed to arrive during good 
weather and utilised the bad weather for 
certain scenes. At the right moment, the 
clouds cleared and we got a beautiful 

sunset, which 
was just the 
shot I was 
dreaming of.

From a pilot’s 
perspective, the 
filming was a great 
learning experience. 
Being able to fly the 
Albatross is top level. Getting there takes 
lots of discipline and dedication, and 
accompanying these great pilots has 
definitely helped me develop my own 
flying skills. As a filmmaker, I’m shooting, 
but as a pilot I’m conscious of the pilots 
and their actions, for example the 
decisions they make when flying in adverse 
weather conditions.

When will you get your Seaplane 
Rating?
I’m not sure when, but it’s definitely on the 
agenda. I’ve already done some flying in 
the Albatross – compared to the Cessna, 
it’s a big step up as it’s a lot more to handle. 
It’s much bigger, heavier and moves 
slower, but it’s such a beautiful machine. 
When I’ve got my Seaplane Rating, I 
certainly plan on getting more flying time 
in the Albatross.

What do you love about flying 
most?
I love every aspect of it – the culture, the 
freedom, the travel, the language and of 
course the machine itself. I also like that 
flying is something we weren’t given as 
human beings, but we figured it out 
nevertheless. Flying, filming and surfing, 
those are my three driving forces. As a 
filmmaker, what I love most about flying is 
that once you get up into the air, you see 
everything from a new perspective.

My First Solo

Solo stats
Solo stats Pilot and filmmaker Dirk Braun 
has made Flying Boat, a film on the 
Grumman Albatross, and on those who 
preserve and fly the legendary aircraft.
When May 2018
Where Danbury Municipal Airport 
(Connecticut, USA)
Aircraft Cessna 152
Hours at solo 10hr, 50min
Hours now  Approx. 300

Dirk Braun

“I like that flying is something we 
weren’t given as human beings, but 
we figured it out…”

The only experience that could possibly 
top Dirk Braun’s first solo flight? Being 
in the left seat of an Albatross. 
Interview by Yayeri van Baarsen

https://flyingboatfilm.com/
https://flyingboatfilm.com/
https://flyingboatfilm.com/
https://flyingboatfilm.com/


ACHIEVE AIRBORNE ASSURANCE
Your go-to for general aviation, we stock and supply a comprehensive 

range of quality-approved parts to keep your aircraft flying. 

Operating out of the UK 
and Europe, our distribution 
network provides swift 
spares solutions to get you 
back off the ground.

The sky’s your only limit
+44 (0) 800 009 2350
+44 (0) 1865 415 260 

parts@globalaviationparts.co.uk

Global Aviation + Piper Parts Ltd.
London Oxford Airport, Langford Lane, 
Kidlington, Oxford OX5 1RA, UK

www.globalaviation24.com

http://www.oceanskies.com
http://www.globalaviation24.com
mailto:parts%40globalaviationparts.co.uk?subject=
mailto:aero%40oceanskies.com?subject=


Electric reality?
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Lead makes the call: “Smoke on… 
Go!” Followed by, “Pulling… 
Up… Now!” At 300ft and 175kt, 
five Van’s Aircraft RV-8s curve 
smoothly upwards, pulling 4G, 
wingtips a few feet apart. Through 
the inverted at 75kt, and down 

the other side with the G coming back on as they 
level out and roll into a knife edge right turn. 
Concentration is all, the leader plotting height, 
track, speed and the wingmen focused tightly on 
the leader and their references to his aircraft.

Twelve minutes later and from a quarter 
clover. “Break, break…Go !” “Smoke off…Go!”

Time to relax, check Ts and Ps and fuel, and 
roll the neck. 

“Raven, display complete, exiting South.”

Above  In the Stinger 
formation for a 
photoshoot at the 
Sanicole Airshow, 
Belgium. Probably the 
best all round airshow 
in Europe…

Special Feature

The event is the Midlands Air Festival 2021 
and the first time we, Team Raven, has done this 
‘in anger’ since Dinan in France in October 2019. 
We land a few minutes later at the very hospitable 
gliding site at Bidford. Refill the smoke oil tanks, fuel 
up for tomorrow, check the aircraft over and put the 
covers on. Half an hour until the taxi to the hotel, 
which means we can indulge in the now traditional 
‘five pints of cider please’. We sit in the sun and 
debrief the display.

“Safety points?,” asks the leader. Two? No. Three? 
No. Four? No. Five? No. “And nothing from me,” the 
leader adds . Domestics? Five heads shake. “Flippin’ 
awful landing though,” says someone, to howls of 
laughter. A few points to sharpen up, but generally 
the verdict is that it was ‘rather a good display’. 

Team Raven, five guys with five RV-8s, and 

High five…
Looking for a way to cover the costs of their flying, five friends 
who adore aerobatics discovered that forming a team helped – 
enter Team Raven. Now it is spreading its collective wings and 

looking for a new member… Barry Gwynnett reports
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Above left Vertically 
down in a loop at 
Plymouth Navy Days, 
taken from No. 2 wing 
camera
Above Raven 2 rolls 
around the other four for 
the Cyclone manoeuver
Left The Dinan Aeroclub 
asked us to put the aircraft 
in the hangar for their 
after show dinner

a huge collective sense of humour, having a ball. 
There’s a degree of hard work as well of course. 
Although these days more on the paperwork side of 
things than on the aircraft side. 

Raven 5, Mark Southern, ex-RAF fast jet and 
recently retired with a ‘gazillion hours’ on Boeings 
and Airbuses, looks after all the permits, licences, 
medicals and other bits of paper necessary to fly and 
display in the UK and Europe. Mark has an online 
package of all of our paperwork which he updates 
continually, and which can be sent to Flying Display 
Directors and organisers in one go.

On the publicity and ‘sales’ side we have Raven 4, 
Gerald Williams. Everybody knows Gerald, ex-
professional rugby player and larger than life 
character. Probably the highest hour civvy jet display 
pilot around.

So why the RV-8? Like many decisions in life, 
we just ended up there without making a positive 
conscious decision. In retrospect, however, it 
does look like the right one for us. Consider the 
alternatives. Extras? Yes please. More power, faster 
roll rate, the list goes on. But, ‘extras’ are a lot of 
money to buy and would cost a lot more to maintain 
as the aircraft are certificated. Can you do more 
with them in close formation stuff? Well, yes. Could 
WE do more with them in close formation stuff? 
Perhaps not. They are full-on aerobatic ships, and 
we don’t do flicks and tumbles.

Edges, Gamebirds? All as above – with knobs on. 
Where could we get five of those?

Yak 50s? Now you’re talking. Most of us have 
owned / flown Yak 52s and we all loved them. We 
know that the 52 isn’t as capable as the RV-8 for 
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Right Raven 
Team – 2021. 
L-R  Simon 
(Sid) Shirley, 
Mark 
Southern, 
Gerald 
Williams, 
Barry 
Gwynnett, 
and Steve 
Lloyd
Below The 
Austrian Alps 
on return 
from Croatia.  
Taken by No. 
1 with No. 5 
leading

what we do, but the 50 most certainly is – and more. 
The noise and its sheer presence is awesome. But we 
also remember the maintenance bills, the fuel burn, 
the frustration of running out of compressed air for 
the starting system, plus there’s only one seat.

So, back to the question. Why the RV-8? They 
look cool. Van’s say the RV-8 is the ‘aircraft of 
choice’ of retired fighter pilots the world over. But 
then, Van’s would say that, wouldn’t it? Well, 40% of 
Team Raven support that view. 

All of ours have the injected IO-360 engine and 
constant-speed props. Apart from that they are 
standard aircraft, as ‘standard’ as any homebuilt can 
be. They are all the same and yet they are all a bit 
different. The performance is adequate for what we 

want to do with them in display work. By all other 
standards the performance is brilliant. Short(ish) 
field stuff is OK, and we’ve been into some very short 
fields in them. Transit flights are a very big part of 
display flying, sometimes they can also be the most 
difficult as well. We cruise at 150kt using about 35 
litres an hour and we can go a long way. Almost four 
hours from Holland to Culdrose a few years ago, and 
comfortable one day flights to and from Portugal, 
Croatia and Denmark. The RV-8 also has room for 
bags and passengers – our wives and girlfriends have 
been to Ireland and Europe with us.

The LAA Permit system allows us to perform 
most of the routine maintenance ourselves and 
this we are able to do. The annual permit renewal 



Above left  Lined 
up ready to go at 
Weston, Dublin for 
the Bray Airshow
Above Cross 
break, gets plenty 
of oohs and aahs 
from the crowd
Left Smoke trails 
looking back from 
No. 2 wing camera 
at Clacton
Below Left Big Vic 
Loop, the opening 
manoeuvre of the 
display
Below Ground line 
up at Birr, ROI, a 
great country 
airshow
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Right 
Spectacular 
smoke as the 
thee ship 
Gazelle team 
follow ‘Big 
Vic’
Below 
Slovenian 
Alps Transit, 
what 
scenery!

is done at home bases with the aid of helpful and 
knowledgeable local LAA Inspectors. We’ve found 
the LAA most helpful, recently it assisted us with 
modifications to fit LED lights very quickly and 
efficiently.

This modification was designed and built by 
Raven 2, Steve Lloyd. Steve’s our engineering guru 
and well into his third RV-8 build. He reckons 
that if he keeps building them he’ll get one right 
eventually. To be fair, the two he’s built already go 
very well indeed and one of these is flown by our 
leader – Raven 1, Simon (Sid) Shirley. Sid is ex-fast 
jet and currently CO of the UAS at St Athan flying 
the Grob Tutor. Smooth and accurate leading is 
the essence of formation flying and Sid has this in 
spades.

Raven 3 is me, Barry Gwynnett, who looks 
after the finances, recently retired and also flies the 
Pawnee glider tow plane at Talgarth.

So what does a typical two-display weekend 
entail? We can generally make a venue anywhere 

in the UK, Ireland and the near continent in a 
comfortable day and so it’ll be a Saturday morning 
departure from Swansea, where four of our aircraft 
are based, with an en route rendezvous with 
Number  5 from Sleap. 

Landing at the operating airfield we’ll unload 
baggage and spare smoke oil, check aircraft and get 
the all-important display brief from the FDD. We 
all go to on-site briefings but sometimes Sid will get 
an individual phone brief, so he’ll sit us down and 
make sure we all understand the salient points. After 
the outbrief there’ll be a walk through and carefully 
timed take-off for the display.

In the UK most of our shows these days are 
‘seaside’, on the Continent they’re more likely 
to be on airfields. Generally the latter are more 
straightforward, seaside shows often have curving 
crowd lines, tidal issues, piers and boats. The wind 
is always a factor for the leader, but also for Gerald 
and Mark who break off from the main formation for 
individual and two-ship manoeuvres.

We don’t have a ‘flat’ show as such, but we do have 
contingencies built in for awkward wind situations 
and such like. Our current Display Authorisations are 
for 300ft aerobatic and 100ft fly-by, which are often 
‘trumped’ by local height minima. At many sites the 
lower you go the less the crowd sees, so it’s better to 
stay higher anyway. Our maximum display height is 
1,200-1,400ft, so low cloud is rarely a factor for us. We 
haven’t had to modify a display for weather for a few 
years now.

We have a mix of ‘5, 4, 3, 2 and 1’ aircraft 
manoeuvres and the aim is to keep at least one 
aircraft in front of the crowd all the time. The display 
has been ‘evolution’ rather than ‘revolution’ over time 
with some well-received manoeuvres always included, 
we rarely change the display during a season. 
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Right 
Inverted in a 
5-ship ‘Big 
Vic’ loop, 
Plymouth 
Navy Days
Below Team 
arrival at 
Brittas 
House air 
strip, 
Limerick, 
ROI

Without doubt the most difficult parts of 
the display are the re-joins from splitting up 
manoeuvres. There’s time to check Ts and Ps etc, but 
always an anxiety to get back into position for the 
next bit. 

There’s quite a bit of ‘instructional’ radio in 
formation flying and most organisers are happy for 
us to use the official display frequency, often relaying 
it over the PA to the crowd.

Off display it’s back to the operating field which 
can be up to 40 miles away or, if it’s an on-airfield 
show, we can all be back on the ground in a couple 
of minutes. Shutdown, aircraft check, refill smoke 
oil, gather round for debrief and analysis – then 
relax. Overnights are good opportunities to catch 
up with others in the display, organisers and Flying 
Control committee members. We have quite a 
comprehensive list of curry houses all over the UK 
and Europe. Best named by us has to be Ayr India at 
Prestwick! 

Next day (Sunday usually) it’s ‘repeat as above’ 
and then load up and transit back. It does mean 
committing to most weekends in the summer, some 
of them long weekends and there are weekday 
displays as well, mostly in Europe. We’re all lucky 
in as much as we’re our own bosses or effectively 
retired.

We operate as a ‘not for profit’ set-up and we all 
own our aircraft. If we’re lucky we earn enough in 
the season to pay our insurances, fuel and smoke oil, 
and maintain the aircraft. 

So far we’ve been lucky with an average of 30 
shows a year for seven years. It’s hard work and a lot 
of commitment but it’s so rewarding. Of course, a 
huge sense of humour helps.

We have a few displays lined up for the rest of 
2021, more in Europe than in the UK, but we’re 
really looking forward to 2022 when, hopefully, we 
get back to normal.  

Dreamed of doing something like this? 
We’d like to expand to a six-ship team for 
2022. If you’ve got a passion for flying, 
plenty of time to spare for trips all over 
the UK and Europe, a modicum of talent 
for formation aerobatics and a huge sense 
of humour you could be just what we’re 
looking for?

Oh, ideally you’ll have your own RV-8 as 
well, but we might just have one available 
for the New Year. Email us to find out more!

A seat on the team…

mailto:flarewales%40gmail.com?subject=New%20Team%20Raven%20Member%21
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We are always under 
pressure for some 
reason or other. 
Deadlines that have to 

be met, difficult decisions to take or 
quite simply a need to fly in order to 
get paid. We mostly manage to juggle 
these routine issues alongside the 
other great stressors in life of births, 
deaths and relationships. 

But occasionally we can’t cope, the 
stress and fatigue gets to us and we 
start making mistakes. It may simply 
be that we fall asleep on the job, but 
more often it leads to us making poor 
decisions. This issue’s Analysis looks 
at why getting airborne in the first 
place was probably the worst decision 
of them all.

Accident 1
On 2 July 2020, at about 1230 
Eastern Standard Time (EST), the 
pilot of a Cessna 208B Caravan, 
registered VH-DQP, departed Cairns 
on a ferry flight to Redcliffe. 

The pilot initially maintained 
10,000ft, however, when they 
encountered the un-forecast icing 
conditions and cloud, the pilot 
climbed to flight level 110. Some four 
hours into the flight, the pilot made 
first contact with Burnett sector ATC. 

Twenty minutes later, ATC 
attempted to contact him regarding 
the descent into Redcliffe. No 
response was received from the pilot. 
ATC, with the assistance of pilots 
from nearby aircraft, continued 
attempts to contact the pilot of DQP. 

The aircraft was observed by ATC 
to overfly Redcliffe and continue 
tracking towards Brisbane. During 

this time, ATC declared an uncertainty 
phase and contacted the Australian 
Maritime Safety Authority Joint 
Rescue Coordination Centre and the 
Australian Defence Force for support.

Shortly after, ATC asked the pilot 
of a Royal Flying Doctor Service 
Beechcraft B200 aircraft, which was 
departing Brisbane, to intercept DQP. 
The B200 pilot intercepted the 
aircraft, but was unable to establish 
comms with the pilot of DQP. The 
B200 pilot then attempted to attract 
the pilot’s attention by dipping the 
aircraft’s wings and approached DQP 
in an effort to activate its traffic alert 
and collision avoidance system. The 
pilot did not respond to these attempts. 
At about 1735, after 40 minutes 
without contact and about 60nm 
south-south-east of Redcliffe, comms 
with the DQP pilot was re-established. 

ATC instructed the pilot to 
conduct an immediate descent to 
8,000ft and to change to a discrete 
ATC frequency. After a minute of no 
change in the aircraft’s altitude, ATC 
again instructed the pilot to change 
frequencies and to use oxygen as they 
were treating the situation as a 
hypoxic event. This was also 
reiterated to DQP pilot by the B200 
pilot. Air traffic control reported that 
the pilot sounded ‘groggy’ and ‘not 
really with it’ upon first contact and 
took a few minutes before slowly 
commencing the descent to 8,000 ft.

Upon changing frequencies, ATC 
instructed the pilot to land at Gold 
Coast Airport. The pilot accepted the 
instruction at first, but then later 
advised that he would prefer to 
continue to Redcliffe instead. Air 

traffic control reiterated that, given 
the situation it would be better for the 
pilot to land at the Gold Coast as 
there was runway lighting and 
emergency services available.

The pilot accepted the instruction 
and tracked to the Gold Coast, while 
the B200 pilot continued to follow 
and monitor the aircraft. Air traffic 
control reported that the pilot 
continued to sound ‘groggy’, but 
gradually improved on approach to 
land. The aircraft was landed safely at 
1801 and the pilot was attended by the 
Gold Coast aircraft rescue and 
firefighting officers and the aerodrome 
safety officer. The officers conducted a 
visual observation of the pilot. The 
pilot, who reported falling asleep, 
declined first aid and an ambulance.

Accident 2
The pilot of the Hogan Innovator 
aircraft, who was also the owner / 
designer / builder of the experimental 
amateur-built aeroplane, had no 
recent flight experience and a medical 
certificate that had expired about 20 
years before the accident flight. 

Despite assurances to his 
employees that he would not fly the 
aeroplane on what was its second test 
flight, video from inside the accident 
aeroplane showed that the pilot 
departed on the accident flight and 
the aeroplane immediately displayed 
rapid divergences in both the pitch 
and roll axis that were demonstrated 
on the aeroplane’s first test flight. 

The aeroplane remained at treetop 
height throughout the upwind leg and 
into the crosswind turn and reached 
about 200ft agl in level flight on the 
downwind leg. As the aeroplane 
accelerated, rapid pitch oscillations 
(phugoid) were exhibited. A handheld 
radio secured to the co-pilot’s seat 
shoulder harness, as well as the pilot 
himself, were seen to ‘float’ in the 
cockpit each time the aeroplane 
pitched nose down as the amplitude of 
the phugoid progressively increased, 

We’ve all had days when we know we’re not feeling the greatest of 
form, be it mental or physical. A recent crop of accidents had  
Steve Ayres looking at the implications of feeling ‘not quite right’…

Safety Accident Analysis
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“The pilot was pressured by 
investors and missed deadlines, 
and ill with a severe cold”

Something’s ‘not quite right’
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the duration of weightlessness 
displayed each time also increased. 
During one phugoid, an audible ‘oil 
pressure’ warning was heard.

The video ended abruptly as the 
pilot became unseated for about the 
fourth time and as the aeroplane 
appeared near treetop height. The 
aeroplane then impacted terrain. The 
pilot had no experience in the 
accident aeroplane, which was the 
prototype for an aeroplane he 
intended to mass produce. 

A test pilot had completed the 
aeroplane’s first flight and described 
significant stability issues. After the 
test pilot was able to safely land the 
aeroplane, it was disassembled, 
returned to the factory, modified 
according to the accident pilot’s 
specifications based on captured data 
and the test pilot’s observations. 

According to employees of the 
company, the pilot was pressured by 
investors and missed deadlines, and 
was sleep-deprived and ill from a 
‘severe’ cold for which he was 
self-medicating. This pressure likely 
influenced the pilot’s decision to test 
the prototype aeroplane, despite his 
lack of experience and the stability 
issues demonstrated by the aeroplane 
on its initial test flight. 

The condition of the wreckage 
precluded a thorough accounting of 
the flight control system. Although 
based on statements provided by the 
previous test pilot, it is likely that the 
stability portrayed in the video of the 
first test flight remained during the 
accident flight, and when combined 
with the pilot’s lack of experience, 
resulted in him being unable to 
maintain control of the aeroplane.

Accident 3
The airline transport pilot reported 
that, before landing in a Beech 200 
Super King Air following an 
uneventful flight, he extended the 
wing flaps to the approach position 
and extended the landing gear. The 
gear indicator lights showed ‘three 
greens’. After touchdown, he heard 
noises, and the aeroplane started to 
sink. After the aeroplane came to a 
stop on the right side of the runway, 
he noticed that the landing gear 
handle was up. The pilot stated to the 
co-pilot, “How did the gear handle 
get up?” Then placed the handle to 
the down position and the flight crew 
exited the aeroplane. 

The co-pilot reported that he was 
acting as an observer during the flight 

Ayres’ Analysis 
The consequence of being fatigued, very often brought on or made worse 
by disturbed sleep patterns or illness, is something we all face from time 
to time. Our ability to tolerate the potential causes of fatigue vary from 
one person to another and often depend on what else is going on in our 
lives. Mostly, we manage to juggle the fatigue-inducing issues and keep 
them at a level which does not significantly affect our decision-making 
ability. The trouble is, life seems to have got a whole lot more 
complicated recently. The addition of a couple of ‘real life’ curved balls, 
juggling life around Covid restrictions and the countless associated 
‘unknowns’, as well as increasingly feeling not quite ‘on form’ has 
brought additional pressures. 

A few days in the hangar had me cursing over dropped nuts and washers (normally 
unusual), and then spending 30 minutes grinding the wrong end of a spanner to create 
a ‘special’ tool made me think about what was ‘wrong’. No drink, no drugs and not 
feeling obviously ill, I was, nonetheless, not feeling ‘quite right’. Add to that, when my 
wife got home from doing the weekly shop she had to leave immediately to go and buy 
the rest of it. She too was suffering from the same malaise!

Putting a finger on the root cause of feeling ‘not quite right’ is difficult. The tail end 
of a cold, perhaps, a slightly muzzy head, bit of a cough, a feeling of lethargy and of 
course a few nights of disturbed sleep. For all that, I’m pretty sure anyone seeing us 
would have thought us in good spirits and rude health. But we weren’t. We were both 
forgetting things (more so than usual) and making mistakes, importantly, not 
recognising them as such until quite late. 

In such circumstances we can only rely on our own judgment, of course. The 
decision to fly or not is often highly subjective, but throw in a few commercial pressures 
to do so or simply press on because the weather is perfect today and you ‘need to fly’ 
for recency, and the ‘riskometer’ is quickly moved into the red zone. Nobody is going 
to thank you if you fall asleep at the controls or make a bad judgement that ends in 
disaster. So despite all those incentives to press on, don’t be afraid to walk away if 
something’s ‘not quite right’. There will always be another opportunity to get airborne 
and ensure that the decision to fly remains the best one of them all!

and that he also saw three green 
landing gear down-and-locked 
indicator lights before landing. 

The airframe sustained substantial 
damage from contact with the 
runway. All three landing gear were 
found in a partially-extended 
position. Skid marks from all three 
tyres were observed on the runway 
leading up to the main wreckage. 

The skid marks and the partially 
extended gear were inconsistent with 
the pilot’s account that the gear 
handle was up after the aeroplane 
came to rest and was then lowered. 

The gear handle consisted of an 
electrical switch that required it to be 
pulled out of a detent before placing it 
up or down. There was no 
mechanical linkage between the gear 

handle and the landing gear, as they 
were driven by an electric motor. 

It is likely that the pilot realised 
that the gear were not extended just 
before touchdown and then tried to 
lower the gear, resulting in a 
touchdown with the gear only 
partially extended. 

The pilot reported that he had 
experienced several interruptions to 
his sleep the night before the 
accident. He also reported that he 
flew seven legs on the day of the 
accident for a total of 5.2 hours, only 
eating a banana for breakfast during 
this time period. 

It is likely that the pilot’s fatigue 
contributed to his failure to ensure 
that the landing gear were down and 
locked before landing.

“The pilot reported that he flew 
seven legs on the day and had 

only eaten a banana”
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Even the ‘avos’ count!
Cessna 177 Cardinal
N3477T 
San Diego/El Cajon, California
Injuries: Two minor
The pilot reported that, while 
departing on a cross-country flight 
from the 2,738ft-long runway, the 
engine lost partial power about 100ft 
agl during the initial climb. He 
lowered the aeroplane’s nose, which 
appeared to restore engine power, 
then raised the nose again as the 
aeroplane approached the end of the 
runway. The engine then 
experienced a ‘severe’ loss of power 
and the aeroplane subsequently 
impacted a dirt field at the departure 
end of the runway. 

Post-accident examination of the 
airframe and engine revealed no 
pre-impact anomalies that would 
have precluded normal operation, 
and review of data from the onboard 
engine monitor revealed that the 
engine was producing full power 
throughout the take-off. A Federal 
Aviation Administration inspector 
spoke to several witnesses who saw 
the pilot fill a truck bed with 
belongings from the accident 
aeroplane, including wooden crates 
full of avocados. 

The pilot confirmed that he had a 
‘substantial amount’ of cargo on 
board, and that he did not calculate 
the aeroplane’s weight and balance 
for the flight. Based on the available 
information, it is likely that the pilot’s 
inadequate pre-flight planning 
resulted in the aeroplane’s maximum 
gross weight being exceeded, which 
in turn lead to the aeroplane’s poor 
climb performance, the perceived 

loss of engine power, and the 
subsequent loss of control and impact 
with terrain.
Comment I must confess to a 
personal weakness for avocados but 
hopefully not to an extent that would 
lead me into this trap. Try as we 
might, most laws of physics cannot be 
cheated. Weigh everything – 
including avos!

Silted up?
Cessna 150
N6917F
Granite Shoals, Texas
Injuries: One minor
The pilot reported that he last fuelled 
the aeroplane about five months 
before the accident. Before the flight, 
the pilot conducted a pre-flight 
inspection and sumped both wing 
fuel tanks. The left fuel tank had 
some sediment present, but as he 
continued sumping the fuel became 
clear. The fuel in the right fuel tank 
ran clear. After engine start, the left 
tank fuel gauge indicated near empty, 
and the right fuel tank gauge 
indicated about 1/4 full. 

Subsequently, the pilot took off for 
a personal cross-country flight. After 
starting a right turn, and about 600ft 
agl, the engine sputtered and lost 
power. The pilot then attempted to 
turn back to the airport but realised 
that the aeroplane was too low, so he 
executed a forced landing to a field 
with small trees, during which the left 
wing struck a tree causing substantial 
damage. The pilot reported that after 
the accident he found more sediment 
in the left tank. He stated that he 
believed that the low fuel state and 

“The aircraft’s right wheel sank 
into a patch of soft ground at the 
edge of the turning circle”

the sediment in the left tank may 
have starved the engine of fuel during 
the turn and that having more fuel 
onboard would have ‘probably been 
helpful’. However, it is more likely 
that, due to the low fuel state, when 
the pilot conducted the right turn, the 
fuel became un-ported, resulting in 
the loss of engine power due to fuel 
starvation.
Comment The pilot seemed a bit 
confused about the consequences of 
his actions. Low fuel states tend to 
amplify any pre-existing fuel issues 
and so taking off with what might 
only have amounted to 1/8 of 
maximum fuel capacity was unlikely 
to end well. Luckily the two children 
passengers, aged six and four escaped 
without injury.

Bogged off!
Nicollier HN 700 Menestrel II
G-MINS
Bedlands Gate Airfield, Cumbria
Injuries: None
The pilot stated that having bought 
the aircraft, he planned to fly it from 
Bedlands Gate Airfield, Cumbria, to 
relocate it. As the grass strip was wet 
after recent rain the pilot walked the 
length of Runway 16 with an 
experienced pilot friend and noted 
the surface was firm along the entire 
length. 

After start up, the pilot taxied the 
aircraft down Runway 34 and 
attempted a 180° left turn using the 
turning circle. While doing so, the 
aircraft’s right wheel sank into a 
patch of soft ground at the edge of the 
turning circle. The aircraft then 
slewed right and tipped onto its nose, 
damaging the propeller and stopping 
the engine. The pilot exited the 
aircraft normally and, with the help 
of his friend, removed the aircraft 
from the mud and towed it back to 
the hangar. 

Although the main runway was 
firm, the pilot and his friend did not 
notice the soft ground at the extreme 
edge of the turning circle. The pilot 

Overweight on avocados…
Steve Ayres summarises and comments on accident reports from 
around the world and looks at the latest update of the CAA’s Safety 
Sense leaflets…

Safety Accident Reports
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Some months ago we looked in 
this column at the responsibilities 
we have towards our passengers 
and the CAA has taken this once 
step further with its new Safety 
Sense Leaflet on the ‘Care of 
Passengers’. 

As the CAA identifies: “…there 
are some considerations for the 
health and safety of passengers 
and to ensure any associated risks 
are managed. Under the Air 
Navigation Order and the Air 
Operations Regulation, the pilot in 
command of any aircraft has 
responsibility for the safety of 
those onboard. While the legal 
responsibility starts after boarding 
with the intention of flight, you 
should also ensure that passenger 
safety is considered prior to and 
after the flight, for example when 
airside at the airfield.”

Civil Aviation Authority: Safety Sense 
leaflet on Care of Passengers  

added that he will never again take 
for granted the condition of the 
extreme edges and far ends of an 
unfamiliar grass strip.
Comment This is not the only UK 
accident of this type to report recently 
and reminds us that grass airfield 
conditions change all the time and 
can vary across the whole operating 
surface. Best stick to only those areas 
you have personally checked or asked 
someone else to do so on your behalf.

Fleet of foot
Van’s RV-6
N711KJ 
Watkins, Colorado
Injuries: None
The pilot reported that he’d been 
conducting touch-and-go landings in 
the traffic pattern. During initial 
climb for the second touch-and-go 
landing and once the aeroplane 
reached between about 200 and 300ft 
agl, he smelled an unusual odour and 
noticed flames coming from the floor 
forward of his rudder pedals. The 
pilot added that he ‘immediately 
rejected the take-off’ and declared an 
emergency. He then landed the 
aeroplane on the departure runway, 
exited the runway onto a taxiway, 
and then stopped the aircraft. 

The pilot subsequently shut down 
the engine by pulling the mixture to 
full lean, turned off the fuel valve and 
electrical power switches, and then 
exited the aeroplane. A post-crash fire 
ensued, which consumed the aircraft. 

The pilot stated that he had 
installed all new fuel lines about one 
month, or 1.5 flight hours, before the 
accident flight. Post-accident engine 
examination revealed that all four 
fuel lines exhibited thermal damage 
and soot on their exteriors, consistent 
with exposure to fire. 

An end of one of the fuel lines had 
soot deposits in the first three threads 
of the line’s attachment fitting. If the 
fuel line had been secured at the time 
of the fire, no soot deposits would 
have been inside the threaded fitting. 
Therefore, it is likely that the fuel line 
loosened during flight due to the 
pilot’s failure to apply adequate 
torque to the line during installation, 
which allowed fuel to enter the hot 
engine compartment and led to an 
in-flight fire.
Comment In many ways, it is how 
the pilot handled the fire which has 
some useful lessons. Cool head or 
what? Maintaining control of the 

aeroplane, getting on the ground asap 
and doing the right drills. It is just a 
shame that was not enough to save 
the aeroplane. I’m now off to re-check 
the fuel lines I’ve just installed…

Locked up
Beech 60
N65MY
Fullerton, California
Injuries: One fatal
The aircraft rotated about 1,300ft 
down the runway, which was about 
75% of the normal ground roll 
distance for the aeroplane’s weight 
and the take-off environment. About 
two seconds after rotation, the aircraft 
rolled left. Three seconds later, the 
aeroplane had reached an altitude of 
about 80ft agl and was in a 90° left 
bank. The nose then dropped as the 
aeroplane rolled inverted and struck 

“The pilot noticed flames 
coming from the floor forward  

of his rudder pedals”
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the ground. Review of surveillance 
video footage from before the 
accident revealed that the elevator 
was in the almost full nose-up 
position during the taxi and the 
beginning of the take-off roll. 

Surveillance footage also showed 
that the pilot did not perform a 
pre-flight inspection of the aircraft or 
control check before the accident flight. 
The pilot’s friend, also in the hangar, 
stated as the accident pilot was pushing 
the aircraft back into his hangar the 
night before the accident, he 
manipulated and locked the elevator 
in the trailing edge up position to 
clear an obstacle in the hangar. 
Comment Manipulating control 
surfaces to pass around obstacles in a 
hangar is not uncommon but using 
something to block them will get 
forgotten one day, and if not picked 
up in the pre-take-off checks will 

Safety kit

As with much information on the 
CAA website, finding it is the 
hardest part, so in addition to the 
link to the new leaflet above try this 
link for the other excellent Safety 
Sense leaflets. 

Click here for the one on Care of 
Passengers.

http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/SafetySense02CareOfPassengers.pdf


th

http://www.lightaircraftassociation.co.uk/
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FLYING ADVENTURE

S ummer Solstice, which falls on 21 
June in the Northern Hemisphere, 
certainly sees some strange goings 
on. Pagans and druids gather at 
Stonehenge, European Slavic 
nations celebrate Kupala Night with 
young people leaping over bonfires 
to prove their fertility, while even the 

normally reserved Swedes go absolutely crazy, gorging 
themselves on pickled herring in front of large 
bonfires… 

Up in Northumberland, I somehow resist the 
pickled herring option and my thoughts turn to 
how best to maximise Solstice flying fun in our 
faithful 2008 Evektor EuroStar, G-CEVS… 

The first challenge is that our home airfield of 
Eshott is currently limited by planning restrictions 
to operations between 0900-1900 local. However, 
Northumberland and the Scottish Borders have a 
wonderful selection of grass strips operated by 
generous friends, and a call to my good pal Ewan 
Brewis, just across the border, tells me that we can 
operate at remote Lempitlaw without restriction 
and without bothering anyone.

Lempitlaw is 55.60N, and on 21 June enjoys 
some 17 hours and 31 minutes of daylight between 
0426 sunrise and 2157 sunset. Of course, we can 
legally get airborne VFR 30 minutes before sunrise 
and land up to 30 minutes after sunset, giving a 
whopping 18.5 hours for potential flying – about 
52 minutes longer than London. 

We always try to do something different on 
Solstice. Last year I organised a 10-ship sunrise 
fly-out to seven airfields, taking-off at 0356 and 
landing at the first, wonderful Eddsfield, at 0500. 

This year I fancied something a little bit closer to 
home and settled on a 250-mile circumnavigation 
of Northumberland passing over many familiar 

Six hours flying, 10 landings, many friends – and the 
obligatory bacon rolls – all packed into one fantastic day 

of flying for Paul Kiddell

Solstice simplicity 
dawns… 

landmarks and hopefully witnessing a sunrise over 
the North Sea.

So, with a good forecast, I invite my pal and 
flexwing pilot extraordinaire, Michael Stalker, from 
his Strathaven base south of Glasgow. Michael 
learned to fly in 2012 and bought his Quantum 912 
flexwing G-BZIM later that year. In 2018 he 
shipped G-BZIM to Florida and spent more than a 
month touring the States at a leisurely 60mph, 
flying from Miami to the West Coast, before 
returning East to complete his remarkable journey 
in New York. During this incredible adventure, 
Michael landed at 59 airfields, logging 124 hours, 
and rounded off his trip with a flight down the 
Hudson River complete with a few orbits of the 
Statue of Liberty. Michael’s excellent blog is still 
available to read online.

I agree to meet Michael at Lempitlaw at 2000, 
but just as I’m departing Eshott at 1830, flying 
partner Alex Smith calls to say he’s re-arranged his 
day off so he can come along after all. He can’t get 
to Eshott in time for the 1900 deadline so I suggest 
coming back to collect him from nearby Athey’s 
Moor after dropping off sleeping bag, food and 
spare fuel at Lempitlaw… leave no man behind and 
all that!

Heading for Lempitlaw in light winds, I spot 
Michael on PilotAware and finally gain visual 
contact with his green machine, low among the 
Cheviot foothills. He’s clearly having low-level fun 
well away from persons, vessels, vehicles and 
structures. I update him with my cunning plan on a 
chat frequency and we cross the border, 
unchallenged by Scottish Air Defences, to land on 
the super smooth 600m east-west strip at 
Lempitlaw. It’s always a pleasure to catch up with 
friends following the lockdown restrictions, but as I 
need to pick Alex up, we don’t hang around and 

Opposite The sun 
finally pops out above 
the distant cloud, with 
Michael Stalker on the 
wingtip…

https://c2c2c2018.wordpress.com/
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after unloading our gear into the strip static 
caravan, we return south to Athey’s Moor.

It’s a glorious evening and while I slow down to 
80mph, I’m still bombing ahead of Michael so I 
zoom around him pointing out local points of 
interest. Heading south down the valley past 
Wooler, we orbit the wonderful Hurlestone Tower 
which looks ancient but, in fact, was constructed in 
2000. More importantly, its isolation and 
impregnable nature make it my destination of 
choice during a zombie apocalypse – as a bonus, 
the surrounding fields would also accommodate a 
nice strip… 

Legendary adventurer 
We soon arrive at Athey’s Moor and land on R03. 
Alex is waiting, as is strip owner, legendary 
microlight adventurer Eddie McCallum. Twenty 
years ago, Ed bought a disused chicken farm and 
created a strip for his flexwing. Now the airfield has 
planning permission, three 500m+ grass runways, 
and Ed has just opened a microlight flying school 
operating a Eurostar with a new Nynja on order. 

Athey’s has two dozen residents plus a new 
mezzanine level clubhouse with a shower for 
campers. Taking pride of place on the clubhouse 
wall is Ed’s map of his incredible microlighting 
adventures. After learning to fly in 1993, Ed 
travelled the length and breadth of Europe in his 
two-stroke Pegasus XL-Q powered by a 51hp 
Rotax 462, making it as far as Eastern Poland and 
the Costa Brava at a steady 60mph. 

In 1998 he transitioned to a four-stroke Rotax 
912 powered Quantum flexwing and continued his 
European adventures, even flying across the North 
Sea to Norway. 

But Ed’s most remarkable journey was his 2014 
VFR trip to Oshkosh and back in his Flight Design 
CTSW microlight G-CEEO powered by a 100hp 
Rotax 912ULS. The exceptionally challenging trip, 
via multiple stops in Iceland, Greenland and 
Canada, covered 11,000 nautical miles in 110 hours 
of flying. An ‘understated Geordie’, Ed, still gives 
occasional talks at flying clubs around the country 
on this herculean feat of aviation (he takes 
donations to UNICEF), which earned him the 
Royal Aero Club Norton Griffiths trophy in 2014. 

It was the first time Ed and Michael had met and 
Alex and I had a wonderful time listening to two 
great adventurers comparing notes. It was already 
2100 and after grabbing a snap of the only two 
pilots who have flown British registered microlights 
into Oshkosh, it was time to head off for sunset 
coastal flying. 

Alex flew, which gave me maximum flexibility 
for photos with my ageing but trusty Nikon D300 
SLR. We also carried Alex’s Insta360 camera, 
while Michael was carrying a Nikon P900, an 
equally old Canon 6D SLR and a GoPro to catch 

Above Low in the 
Cheviot foothills
Right Hurlestone Tower 
built in the year 2000 
and a great hideaway 
during a zombie 
apocalypse…
Below Picture 
flashback…Michael 
Stalker flying over the 
Hudson River during his 
USA adventure
Bottom Eddie 
McCallum and Michael 
Stalker, the only pilots 
to fly British-registered 
microlights into 
Oshkosh
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the action. Athey’s is just seven miles from the coast 
and, with the sun already low on the horizon, we 
soon arrived over the magnificent ruins of 12th 
century Warkworth Castle. The castle was long-
time home of the Percy family, including battling 
knight Henry Percy, known as ‘Harry Hotspur’, 
who is one of Shakespeare’s best known characters 
in Henry IV. These days, the current Duke of 
Northumberland, Ralph Percy, resides in nearby 
Alnwick Castle. Incidentally, Tottenham Hotspur is 
so named as the club was established on land that 
belonged to the Percy family in Northumberland 
Park, London. 

We closed for some close formation and photos. 
The Eurostar stalls at 44mph clean (max weight at 
idle) so Alex pops out, increasing the amount of flap 
until we have the full barn door of 50° to fly 
comfortably alongside Michael who is flying at his 
preferred hands-off bar / endurance speed of 
60mph. The soft ‘Golden Hour’ light reflected off of 
the Quantum’s many stickers accrued during 
Michael’s adventures and we mutually snap away 
before Alex progressively retracts the flaps allowing 
us to accelerate to a more relaxed 90mph. 

Left Heading for the 
coast over Warkworth 
Castle
Below Formation fun
Bottom Eurostar with 
full 50° flap to fly 
alongside Michael at 
60mph
Bottom left Sun 
reflecting off the  
Quantums, and sheds 
light on the numerous 
stickers accrued during 
Michael’s travels



| FLYER | September 2021

Flying Adventure

60

As we head low-level up the scenic 
Northumberland coastline with its numerous 
historic castles and sandy beaches, patchy cloud on 
the horizon threatened to spoil the sunset party. But 
we needn’t have worried, if anything, the cloud 
enhanced the colours as the sun darted in and out. 

For me you can’t beat viewing a sunset / sunrise 
over the sea with the water acting as a huge 
reflector, and as we approached Holy Island Bay, 
the strong summer sun emerged for a hugely 
dramatic finale. Every flight is wonderfully unique 
but in my 1,300 hours I don’t think I’ve ever 
witnessed such intense sunset beauty as the backlit 
cloud and sun reflected off the Bay silhouetting the 
moored boats, Lindisfarne Castle and the ruined 
Abbey… absolutely fantastic! We spent 10 minutes 
orbiting the bay above Michael, who was having 
serious fun. It’s easy to get caught up in the moment 
and lose track of time and with the clock passing 
2145, Michael made for Lempitlaw some 20 miles 
inland / 20 minutes in the still evening air. We still 
had time to make Berwick and we enjoyed the 
sunlit reflections of the three historic bridges in the 
Tweed below. As we followed the Tweed to 
Lempitlaw, the sun finally disappeared below the 
horizon and we landed at 2212. But it was still light 
enough to fly and with 15 ‘legal’ minutes left to 
sunset + 30, Alex took Michael for a quick local to 

Top Berwick Bridge 
reflections
Above Alex and 
Michael back at 
Lempitlaw after a late 
local just leaving time 
for the author to do one 
last circuit
Right Approaching the 
Farnes with Michael



September 2021 | FLYER | 61

experience the mighty EuroStar. However, when 
Alex landed with five minutes precious legal 
minutes left, I still wasn’t satisfied that we’d taken 
full advantage. So leaving Michael strapped in, I 
managed a quick last circuit with wheels down on 
the dot at 2227 – perfect!

Michael enjoyed his rare flights without suit and 
helmet and we rustled up bacon rolls to round off a 
brilliant evening. Looking down the strip, we 
agreed that we could probably fly through the 
night. But rules are rules and after a quick bit of 
Notam and weather planning for the early start, we 
hit the sack.

Bananas and coffee… 
As is often the case when there’s an exciting day 
ahead, I didn’t need my 0320 alarm and awoke at 
0310. Bananas and a quick coffee fortified us for the 
morning ahead – and we were warming our Rotax 
engines at 0345. While they are ‘whisper quiet’, it 
was comforting to know that at the remote strip we 
weren’t bothering anyone and we got airborne at 
0356 in the twilight, 30 minutes before sunrise. 

Some years when there is cloud cover at this 
early hour, you can doubt your sanity and have to 
have faith that it will be lighter above ground level, 
but this year the skies are reasonably clear and 
plenty bright enough for a comfortable departure. 

As we head east, patchy cloud looks like it may 
again interfere with our grandstand sunrise view. 
However, as we take up a patrol line between Holy 
Island and the Farne Islands, a clear ‘letterbox’ on 
the horizon between the cloud layers starts to glow 
orange as the sun begins to rise. At 0442, the sun 
finally clears the cloud and bathes us in warm 
sunlight and we again formate to record the 
moment for posterity.

Above Approaching 
Holy Island Causeway
Left Orbiting off Holy 
Island waiting for 
Michael to catch up
Below Michael 
approaching Holy 
Island Bay and 
Lindisfarne low level on 
deserted beach
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We pass by my house in Longhoughton where 
Mrs K will be sound asleep for a couple of hours 
yet, unlike the local traditional crab and lobster 
fishermen who are already sailing out to check  
their pots. 

Off Amble, the diminutive square sandstone 
lighthouse on Coquet Island throws an enormous 
shadow over the water more, which is more akin to 
that of the Empire State Building. Coquet Island is 
a notable RSPB bird reserve where every spring, 
around 18,000 pairs of puffins return from the 
harsh Atlantic winter to nest.  

Offshore art 
At Newbiggin-by-the-Sea we fly over a middle-age 
couple in teeshirts who stand on permanent guard 
some 300m out to sea on the village’s breakwater. 
In reality, the couple are very lifelike 5m statues 
cast in bronze and, when installed in 2007, were the 
UK’s first permanent offshore art installation.

The impressive 46m high St Mary’s lighthouse, 
seen by many airline passengers on approach to 
Newcastle’s Runway 25, marks a transition to solid 
overcast cloud with a resulting twilight feel as we 
continue south. We are approaching the Newcastle 
CTA but the downturn in the airline industry has 
seen the airport reduce its hours and this morning 
the CTA/CTR/ATZ are Notamed to become 
active at 0600 local (0500Z). With the airspace 
reverting to Class G overnight, we can fill our 
boots, although we make blind calls and monitor 
both the Tower and Radar frequencies should the 
resident police helicopter get airborne.

We enjoy an orbit of the recently renovated 
Spanish City domed leisure complex at Whitley 
Bay, immortalised by Dire Straits in Tunnel of Love, 
and I treat Alex to an impromptu rendition: 

And girl it looks so pretty to me, like it always did
Oh, like the Spanish city to me, when we were kids
Fortunately, Alex isn’t too traumatised by my 

crooning, and at Tynemouth we turn west to fly 
down the mighty River Tyne, scene of so much 
history since Roman times. The huge P&O cruise 
ship, MS Azur has been berthed, during the Covid 
lull, at the Port of Tyne since January 2021. The 
290m, 115,055-ton vessel has some impressive stats 
and accommodates 3,100 guests in 1,557 cabins 
supported by a crew of 1,250. 

Ships have always featured heavily in the Tyne 
and Newcastle’s history. The famous Swan Hunter 
yards at Wallsend and Walker built 1,600 ships 
including the then world’s largest ship, Cunard’s 
RMS Mauretania (launched in 1906) and the 1980s 
Sea Harrier carriers HMS Ark Royal and HMS 
Illustrious. Ship building on the Tyne finally came to 
an end in 2006 with the completion of the Royal 
Fleet Auxiliary Largs Bay. While the famous 
shipyard cranes that lined the Tyne are now long 
gone, many yards now support the growing offshore 

Above Enormous 
shadow cast by Coquet 
Island lighthouse
Right Passing Kiddell 
Towers in 
Longhoughton
Below Newcastle 
coming alive in the 
morning twilight
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wind industry and we observe rows of huge yellow 
70m wind-farm jackets (legs).

Arriving over the iconic Tyne Bridges, we orbit 
the city centre, largely deserted aside from a few 
early risers. Backlit advertising boards show up well 
in the half-light as does the impressive 469ft AGL 
crane busy building the new 14-storey Bank House 
Development. 

Looking down on the quayside opposite the 
wonderful Sage concert venue, I couldn’t help but 
reflect on the incredible transformation of this 
amazing city. I first became acquainted with 
Newcastle when I served at RAF Boulmer in the 
1980s. Back then it was quite a sad place as the 
traditional heavy industries such as coal mining 
and shipbuilding collapsed and unemployment 
soared. However, its regeneration over the past 25 
years has been quite remarkable and today it’s an 
amazingly vibrant and justifiably popular 
destination. One constant through the years has 
been the Geordies’ love of football, and I spy our 
season ticket seats at St James’ Park and dream of 
our return next season – it seems a very long time 
since we last sat there to watch the Toon play 
Burnley on 29 February 2020.

With Michael in a half-mile trail, we head five 
miles north-west of the city centre to take 

Left And the formation 
heads down the Tyne 
Valley (Michael Stalker)
Below Close formation 
(Michael Stalker)
Bottom Newbiggin 
Couple, the UK’s first 
offshore art installation 
installed in 2007
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advantage of Newcastle Airport’s overnight closure 
and both enjoy an approach and low pass on the 
2,392m R25 passing the parked up TUI, BA and 
Jet2 airliners. 

Re-joining the Tyne at Hexham, we break back 
out into bright sunshine. In an early example of 
recycling, nearby Hadrian’s Wall donated stone to 
Hexham’s seventh century abbey. It’s a beautiful 
low-level run down the Tyne with picturesque 
market towns and villages amidst rolling hills, 
punctuated by grand estates with accompanying 
mansions and historic castles. We orbit the 14th 
century Langley Castle, considered to be the finest 
tower house in Northumberland and now a luxury 
holiday retreat. But in common with all 
Northumberland Castles, this was no decorative 
pile. It was attacked and severely damaged in 1405 
by the forces of Henry IV in the campaign against 
the rebellious Percys and Archbishop Scrope. It 
didn’t end well for the Archbishop who was found 
guilty of high treason and beheaded in front of a 
large, and apparently jovial, crowd in York. 

Above Crag Lough on 
Hadrian’s Wall
Right Author and Alex 
over Kielder Water, the 
UK’s largest man-made 
reservoir by volume
Below right Yachts on 
Kielder.
Bottom MS Azura seen 
in the sunshine
Bottom right Picking 
up Hadrian’s Wall at 
Housesteads Fort
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 Route Map

After two hours airborne, we leave the Tyne and 
head a few miles north to pick up Hadrian’s Wall at 
Housesteads Fort, one of the best preserved forts on 
the Wall with the foundations of the barracks, 
hospital and flushable toilets all still visible. The 
low, early morning light really shows every crease 
in the landscape and what a treat it is to fly low 
along this remarkable second century feat of 
Roman engineering. We see foundations of several 
of the 80 small milecastle forts that, funnily 
enough, were placed every mile along the Wall 
(numbered east to west) along with some of the 17 
full-blown garrison forts. 

The early hour also means that the RAF 
Spadeadam D510 Electronic Warfare Tactics 
Range (EWTR) is also inactive so passing 
Sycamore Gap, we leave the wall and turn north to 
enter the adjacent range complex. RAF Spadeadam 
is the largest RAF station by land area covering 
9,600 acres and we fly low picking out targets, 
including the well-known dummy airfield with 
Cold War jets as well as an isolated Mil Mi-24 Hind 
gunship.

Clearing the range to the north in bright 
sunshine, we arrive at Kielder Water, the largest 
man-made reservoir (by volume) in the UK, 
holding 200 billion litres of water. We low fly over 
moored yachts and enjoy one last 60mph formation 
before our good flying buddy, ‘Captain Slow’, 
waggles his wings and sets off the 70 miles home 
north to his Strathaven base.

After a superbly unique 2 hours 40 minutes we 
land back at Lempitlaw at 0636. As we enjoy coffee 
and pack away our sleeping bags, farmer Ewan 
arrives and Alex takes him for an impromptu local 
before Ewan returns to the serious business of 
farming. Ewan also flies a flexwing (a QuikR), but I 
think is sorely tempted to abandon the multi-
layered suit and helmet for the relaxed comfort of 
the fixed-wing microlight – it’s much more civilised 
when a gentleman of a certain age can fly in a light 
cardigan while enjoying a latte, in my humble 
opinion… 

With the EuroStar refuelled and our gear 

Right Alex taking 
Lempitlaw strip owner 
Ewan Brewis for a local

stowed, we say our goodbyes and pop into yet 
another nearby border strip to enjoy coffee with our 
G-CEVS partner, and former RAF Victor pilot, 
Steve Biglands. After a good chat with Steve, I drop 
Alex back at Athey’s to reunite him with his car 
and finally land back at Eshott at 1030. 

Overnight, we’d enjoyed six hours of fantastic 
flying with some 10 landings at a diverse range of 
strips hosted by generous microlighting friends. 
Our sunset and sunrise flights with Michael were 
utterly spectacular and will live long in the 
memory. With a bit of thought, you really can enjoy 
a remarkable Solstice adventure on your doorstep 
– see you bright and early next year… 
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Top Gear
The latest aviation kit, impartially tested and evaluated

Above The Sun 
Shields fit snugly into 
each window
Left For storage and 
transport 
everything’s rolled 
up and inside the 
supplied bag
Below left Each 
piece is tailored to an 
individual window
Bottom Obvious 
labels means its hard 
to get installation 
wrong

I’d been aware of this kind of 
product for a while, I mean it’s not 
rare to see aircraft parked with 
their cabins protected by interior 
reflective blinds. I became more 

interested when I parked next to a 
Kennon Sun Shield equipped PA32 at a 
deserted airfield in France. The weather 
was hot, and while the PA32’s interior 
was very pleasant, I could have made a 
cup of hot tea from the water bottles in 
my luggage bay, and probably even 
baked a few accompanying biscuits in 
there too! 

After I nearly burned myself doing up 
the metal seat-belt buckle, I knew that I 
had to get myself a set, so when I got 
back to England I jumped on the net and 
ordered some from Kennon. The 
company has templates for most of the 
GA types, and after that it’s a simple 
matter of clicking and paying. With the 
current exchange rate, a set for the 
Cessna works out at about £160 plus 
shipping, but more on that sting in the 
tail later. 

According to the website, the Sun 
Shields are made from ‘state of the art’ 
material. It looks a bit like the reflective 
shields you can get for cars, but feels 
sturdier in comparison. The full set 
(there’s obviously one for each window) 
comes rolled in a nylon carry bag that’s 
easy to throw in the back of the 
aeroplane. At just over a metre high and 
230cm in diameter it’s fairly bulky, but 
weighs almost nothing. 

Identity labels 
Each panel has a stitched in label 
identifying its destination window – plus 
a label reminding you to remove the 
panel before flight. No honestly, it does. 
The panels are stitched around their 
edges (probably more ‘state of the art’ 
material right there!) and cut to a size 
that gives a fit which is sufficiently snug 
for it to remain in place.

The windscreen comes in two halves, 
and the panel for the Cessna’s rear 
‘omnivision’ window has additional tables 
that slip behind the trim to keep it in 
place. Each piece also has a small ribbon 
tab ensuring they are easy to remove. 

$225 plus shipping | kennonproducts.com

Kennon Sun Shields

http://kennonproducts.com
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Fighter Pilot
The Memoirs of Legendary Ace 
Robin Olds

Top There’s even a built in ad for Kennon, for 
anyone who stops to admire your cool cabin!
Above Sewn in tape (top of pic) makes 
removal easy

Verdict
We like
Effective
Light
Easy to fit

We don’t like
The cost of shipping

Mention the name Vic Norman and 
chances are, most pilots and 
aviation enthusiasts will know who 

you’re talking about. A bit of a legend 
within the display flying world, Vic’s flying 
exploits started at 17 and continue to this 
day. Vic is the guy who really thrust 
wingwalking into mainstream UK air 
displays in the 80s when he formed the 
Yugo Cars display team, a high-profile act 
that had no-end of big sponsors looking to 
fly their brand in front of a big audience.

Beautifully illustrated and produced, as 
well as plenty of coverage of Vic’s flying 
exploits, there’s also plenty of vintage and 
classic car stuff, old motorcycles, and a 
section on the restoration of the beautiful 
airfield of Rendcomb, so plenty to keep 
readers interested! EH

So what do I think of them? Put 
simply they are bloody great, and I now 
take them in preference to the full cover 
if I am staying for anything up to a 
couple of nights. The interior is kept 
cool, and it saves the expensive avionics 
from baking at gas mark 7 every time 
the aeroplane is out in the sun. 

As I mentioned earlier, the delivery 
provides a bit of a sting in the tail. After 
I had ordered my set I got a friendly 
email from Kennon’s sales team… 
‘Thank you for your order. There is an 
additional charge for shipping outside 
of the US. The extra charge is $150, if 
you approve of this charge we can go 
ahead and add it to your existing 
payment. If not we will issue a full 
refund.’ I took a deep breath and 
approved the payment – I figured that 
if I didn’t think about it too much and 
said it quickly, I could justify the $375 
on the basis that it’s probably less than 
any single piece of avionics or trim that 
I might have to replace early… I still 
wince a bit when I think about it, but I 
really wouldn’t want to be without my 
Kennons now. IS

This is not a new book and I admit to 
never having heard of Robin Olds 
until his name came up in a 

LinkedIn conversation with a US 
colleague, then I went looking for it on 
Amazon. Robin Olds was a US fighter 
pilot who was aged 21 when he was 
shipped to RAF Wattisham in Norfolk in 
May 1944 to fly Lockheed P-38 Lightnings 
after training back in the States. 

Among his first sorties was as air escort 
for the vast armada of ships across the 
Channel for D-Day, which is described in 
astonishing detail. Shortly after D-Day, he 
got his first ‘kills’ becoming the unit’s first 
‘ace’ (five confirmed kills).

Olds rose to a double ace and the unit’s 
commander at the age of 22, then after 
WWII moved onto jets and the first jet 
display team. He missed out on action in 
the Korea war, despite requesting a 
combat role. Then came a series of desk 
jobs before becoming commander at RAF 
Bentwaters, heading the F-101 Voodoo 
fighter-bomber wing, but he fell out with 
his superiors after setting up an unofficial 
F101 display team. 

In 1966, he shipped out to the Vietnam 
War where he led a F-4C Phantom fighter 
wing, and at the age of 44, became an ace 
again, shooting down MiG-21s and 
MiG-17s. He flew his final combat mission 
in 1967 – the photo on the book’s cover 
shows him on that day.

Olds had a phenomenal career, but 
what makes this book so good is the way 
it’s written, with help from his daughter 

Christina Olds and Ed Rasimus, a retired 
USAF fighter pilot.

It’s full of huge amounts of detail but 
never gets bogged down. The opposite in 
fact – you’re there with him, experiencing 
the flying, the adrenaline, the awfulness of 
war. There’s also the frustrations. Olds was 
nothing if not a maverick, even telling 
President Lyndon Johnson how to win the 
war in Vietnam – but also the man’s 
humanity. DC

Norman Conquest 
£45 | www.porterpress.co.uk

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Fighter-Pilot-Memoirs-Legendary-Robin-ebook/dp/B003FQM306
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Fighter-Pilot-Memoirs-Legendary-Robin-ebook/dp/B003FQM306
https://porterpress.co.uk/collections/all-books/products/vic-norman-autobiography
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Looking after General Aviation The UK’s flying associations at work

The days of free movement of people 
and goods are over as we are a third 
country with our own customs region.

This change is leading to red tape, and in 
the short term it’s likely to push up costs for 
consumers and businesses. It may affect 
supply chains and will also impact people 
who look to take possessions across borders 
even when they intend to return with the 
same items. A new policy is due out soon.

HMRC and the Home Office and 
Border Force teams are working together to 
make these changes as straightforward as 
possible in the long run, but there is likely to 
be some ‘pain’ in the first instance. 

The current pace of change is quite 
quick, whereas normally Government takes 
time when deciding policy. The intent is to 
have tighter controls over our borders and 
achieve contactless travel eventually, 
including a set of globally joined up health 
measures and passenger locator forms. 

However, in the short term we must not 
appear to the world as being ‘fortress 
Britain’. This could impact inward 
investment if firms look at other locations to 
place their business, because access rules 
are easier. This might also affect the UK’s 
ability to encourage people from other parts 
of the world to come here for training. 

I don’t pretend that any of this is easy, as 
political decisions also get in the way. The 
Government’s ‘Build Back Better’ agenda 
must not be about jam tomorrow, because if 
we are perceived as being a country that is 
too difficult to enter it could take years to 
change this perception. Safe and secure 
borders are important, but freedom of 
movement should not be unnecessarily 
restricted. Martin Robinson

One of the great things about the 
resumption of flying events, 
airshows and fly-ins, is we are 
increasingly being able to share our 
passion with old friends and new. 

Included among those new 
acquaintances are some younger potential 
aviators for whom our events offer an all too 
rare opportunity to actually get up close to, 
and even touch, an aeroplane.

This enthusiasm was obvious at the 
recent LAA Uncovered walk-around 
display at the Flying for Fun Airshow at 
the Shuttleworth Collection, part of our 
LAA 75th Anniversary commemorations. 

A number of younger visitors were also 
busy ticking off items in an ‘Airfield 
Adventure’ book which we have created. 
Starting with the August airshows, we’re 
relaunching the Young Peoples’ Aviation 
Art drawing zone, in conjunction with the 
Guild of Aviation Artists.

LAA members and our regional Struts 
are also involved in events for young 
aviators, giving many an opportunity for 
their first flight in a light aircraft. The LAA 
Armstrong-Isaacs Bursaries each year gives 
five young aviators vital support to allow 
them to complete their PPL training and 
one recent graduate, Emily Carter, is now 

chair of the LAA-supported Youth and 
Educational Support group, YES.

There are also two other scholarships we 
are proud to support. The Vintage Aircraft 
Club’s Liz Inwood Taildragger Scholarship, 
and the Thomas Castle Trust, which last 
year gave four young pilots the opportunity 
to fly a beautiful Tiger Moth. The Trust 
plans to expand its programme in the 
future. A quick internet search will tell you 
more! Steve Slater

AOPA Global Britain

Light Aircraft Association Encouraging ‘new blood’

By Association

Aviation associations Got something to say? You’re welcome to contribute to this page, email editor@seager.aero

The Statutory Instrument containing 
the details of proposed changes to 
the Air Navigation Order, including 
the change to the microlight aircraft 
definition increasing the MTOM for a 
landplane to 600kg, and to 650kg for a 
seaplane or amphibian, went to 
Parliament on 28 July. 

All being well the change will become 
law on 19 August. This is the culmination of 
several years of hard work initiated by the 
BMAA and included the LAA, microlight 
manufacturers and the CAA. It means 
more than just heavier microlights. 

For many years we have seen what I 

describe as ‘would-be’ microlights, usually 
of non-UK origin, squeezing into the UK 
definition and offering pretty unusable 
aircraft when flown with two people. 

Our aim has always been to raise the 
definition limit to allow a greater payload 
for larger people and / or a better fuel 
capacity. We don’t want heavier aircraft 
with the same limited use.

We have been getting geared up for the 
change so that we can handle applications 
for new models, several of which will soon 
be with us, and modifications to existing 
types allowing them to become more user 
friendly. We expect to see several existing 

non-UK manufacturers becoming UK 
approved and an exciting selection of their 
new-to-UK aircraft very soon.

Along with the airworthiness changes 
we have developed sensible credits and 
requirements for both existing microlight 
and SEP pilots to fly the new aircraft. 
These will be published in August. It’s 
taken a long time to get here, but I’m sure it 
will be worth the wait. Geoff Weighell

BMAA Great news for microlight pilots

Aircraft Owners and  
Pilots Association 
www.aopa.co.uk

Light Aircraft Association
www.lightaircraftassociation.co.uk

British Microlight  
Aircraft Association
www.bmaa.org

mailto:editor%40seager.aero?subject=
http://www.aopa.co.uk
http://www.lightaircraftassociation.co.uk
http://www.bmaa.org
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After one weather-scuppered attempt, members of the FLYER Club 
finally made it to an airfield!

69

Better together…

Thanks to all those who made it to 
the first FLYER Club fly-in at Sleap!

It finally happened! About 30 members of 
the FLYER Club made their way through 
some tricky conditions to the first FLYER 
Club fly-in at Sleap on Saturday 31 July. 
It was great to see so many of you there 

in a great mix of aircraft, from a rare Helton 
Lark through to Cirrus! Thanks to those of you 
who also made the effort to PPR and plan your 
journeys but who were unable, for whatever 
reason, to get there on the day. 

Thanks also to the Sleap Airfield team led 
by Bruce Buglass who could not have been 
more accommodating. If you’ve have not flown 
into Sleap, (or haven’t done for a long time), do 
so and support this young team of dedicated 
guys who are well on their way to operating 
one of the best airfields in the country. Back at 
FLYER HQ we have had a good debrief and 
come up with new ideas for the next get-

together, and will hopefully soon have details 
on how you can get involved. 

Elsewhere, you’ll be able to catch some of us 
at various events, including the Private Flyer 
Show at Leeds East (6 Aug), the Popham 
Microlight Fair (14/15 Aug) and, of course, the 
LAA Rally at Sywell (3/4/5 Sept). If you’re 
making the most of the summer and flying, 
make sure to visit the many airfields that 
provide us with FREE landing vouchers. Buy 
some fuel, eat in the café and together we’ll get 
GA back fighting fit again. 

Finally, if you’re wondering, I’m still waiting 
for my shiny new PPL… 

jonny.salmon@seager.aero

https://www.flyer.co.uk/the-flyer-club
mailto:jonny.salmon%40seager.aero?subject=
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The FLYER Club

Tim Cook Because I was inverted…!

We’ve had some great weather and it looks like you’ve been 
having fun all around the country! Thank you… and keep 
the photos coming!

Out & About

Paul Fraser-Bennison snapped his brother Richard 
and his RV-6 over Seaford, East Sussex

Steve Hornsby dropping petals at Ralph Brumwell’s 
Remembrance Service (CAA permissions in place)

Nigel Hitchman visiting 
a very summery looking 
Devon Strut fly-in at 
beautiful Farway 
Common

The joy of Chippying… Vince Chadwick in G-BCSL 
taking off from Kenyon Hall Farm strip

Nick Stone over Carlingford Lough with Ben 
Davis in his Pioneer last week

Rory Auskerry and wife Lizi passing Kirkwall, Orkney in an R44

Andy O’Dell flying with T6 Harvard ‘Wacky Wabbit’ over Sleap

Simon Smith with a gathering of 
Chipmunks on a lovely summer’s day

https://www.flyer.co.uk/the-flyer-club
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Ed Stephens doing aerobatics in a Christen Eagle II

Chris Hall hitting an Schneider Trophy turning point over the 
Solent in a CAP-10B

Neil Parkinson going vertical, with smoke!

Rich Dolby turning hard in a Pitts

Nick Stone alongside Shane Kearney in his EV97SL escorting 
him in to Kilkeel last week

Riccardo De Nardis flying over Italy

Chris Hall over the Manchester Ship Canal
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Free Landings
If you’re a member of The FLYER Club, click here for your personalised 
vouchers and save over £35 by claiming one FREE landing at each of these 
airfields valid for September 2021, although not at an aircraft’s home field.  
No jets. Please contact the airfield before setting off.

In association with

Radio 
Accepts 

non-radio light 
aircraft, but PPR

If you’re not currently a member of the FLYER Club, but would like to receive six new free 
landing fees every four weeks plus other Club member benefits, then click here to join!

ULM

A

Fuel 
Aviation fuel available 

A avgas, UL UL91,  
M mogas

When you visit these six airfields, why not 
show your support by enjoying a meal in 
the cafe or filling up with fuel? It’s good 
to support GA in the UK.

While you’re there

PPR 
Prior permission 

is required

Refreshments 
Including 

restaurants  
and cafes etc

Microlights 
are welcome

Nearby attractions include the 
Blackpool Tower and ‘Strictly’ 
Ballroom, the Pleasure Beach, Golden 
Mile Promenade, zoo  
and illuminations.
PPR 01253 472527 
Radio 119.950

Blackpool Airport, on the Fylde Coast, offers 
you a warm welcome. ATC services, approach 
navaids and fire service. Avgas and Jet A1 
available. There are two asphalt runways (10/28, 
non-precision instrument, and 13/31, visual) and 
a dedicated GA apron. GA pilots and visitors can 
use the lounge area and enjoy free Wi-Fi & TV 
with a free cuppa. PPR is via ATC on 01253 
472527. Voucher is only valid for non-based 
aircraft with an uptake of thirty litres of avgas.

Blackpool
01253 472054 | EGNH | www.blackpoolairport.com

Barton, City Airport, 
0161 789 1362 | EGCB | www.cityairportandheliport.com

Nearby attractions Just five miles 
from Manchester city centre, 
close to The Trafford Centre, AJ Bell 
Stadium, EventCity and MediaCity.
PPR 0161 789 1362 or via website
Radio 120.255

City Airport (licensed as Manchester Barton) is 
a busy grass airfield and encourages all forms of 
business and GA, including microlights. It offers 
an efficient and friendly service, including avgas 
100LL and UL91, and Jet A1. FIS, callsign ‘Barton 
Information’, is on 120.250. Non-radio aircraft 
welcome, PPR by telephone or website. In 
summer, it’s open seven days a week, from 0815 
until sunset or 2000, whichever is earlier. The 
Sopwith Bar & Grill is open daily. 

mailto:sales%40pooleys.com?subject=
http://www.pooleys.com
https://www.flyer.co.uk/the-flyer-club
http://www.bit.ly/2DBaGmo
https://www.flyer.co.uk/the-flyer-club
http://www.cityairportandheliport.com
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To enter, post your answer, name, address and 
email details to 
Pooleys September Competition, FLYER magazine,  
PO Box 4261, Melksham, SN12 9BN or send an email 
to competitions@seager.aero 
The closing date is 19 September 2021.

Win!A print or digital Pooleys UK Flight Guide
QUESTION: What is the distance between 
Fenland and Holmbeck in nautical miles?

The winner’s name and address will  
be passed to Pooleys, then deleted  
from Seager’s database. Pooleys will 
send the winner their prize and, in  
order to do so, also offer to supply  
them with further information about  
the company’s products and services.

The winner for Summer 2021 is:  
James Fickling, Holmfirth.

5

1 Barton, City Airport
2 B’pool: POSTPONED
3 Fenland
4 Holmbeck
5 Kingsmuir 
6 North Coates

3
61

Free Landings are for FLYER Club member use only – click here to join!

2

4

Fenland
01406 540330 | EGCL | www.fenlandairfield.co.uk

Nearby attractions The market towns 
of Spalding, Holbeach, Peterborough 
and cathedral,  
and The Wash.
Radio 122.930

Fenland Airfield is located in the Fens of South 
Lincolnshire and is home to the Fenland Aero 
Club and Fenland Flying School. Why not come 
and visit this friendly little airfield? The restaurant, 
Runways, is run by Kerry. Self-service fridge Tues 
and Weds, full restaurant service Thursday-
Sunday 1000-1600. See the website for full 
details. Avgas 100LL and UL91 self-service by 
card payment, Jet A1 PPR.

A

North Coates
01472 388850 | www.northcoatesflyingclub.co.uk

Nearby attractions Donna Nook 
Nature Reserve is adjacent and has 
one of the UK’s largest grey seal 
colonies. The coastal resort of 
Cleethorpes is also close by.
PPR 07952 923265 
Radio 120.155

North Coates is an unlicensed airfield with a 
760m grass runway, opposite Spurn Point, on 
the North Sea coast. Run by volunteers from 
North Coates Flying Club, this ex-RAF airfield is 
famous for WWII Bristol Beaufighters and has 
recently acquired a Mk 1 Bloodhound Missile 
that’s being restored for display. Food and fuel 
are available at weekends. Hangarage at 
competitive prices. The airfield is home to 
singles, flex-wings and everything in between.

Kingsmuir 
01333 310619 | https://kingsmuirairfield.com

Nearby attractions St Andrews, 
with its golf course, university and 
Scotland’s Secret Bunker, plus 
picturesque fishing villages.
PPR 01333 310619
Radio 135.480

Kingsmuir (Sorbie) Airfield welcomes singles, 
light twins and microlights with PPR to its 
unobstructed, unlicensed, 620m grass runway. 
Visitors can enjoy tea/coffee in the clubhouse 
(weekends only). Contact Leuchars Approach 
for LARS as Kingsmuir is close to the SE 
boundary of its MATZ. There’s no parachuting 
activity at Kingsmuir but visiting pilots should be 
aware that models occasionally fly from the 
R06 threshold. Overnight parking available.

Holmbeck
01296 681816 | https://tinyurl.com/y4kcr87

Nearby attractions Ascott House 
and gardens, the Three Locks 
Golf Course, Aylesbury and 
Leighton Buzzard. 
PPR 01296 681816 / 681925 
Radio 135.480

Holmbeck Airfield, opened 1985, is a 500m 
grass farm strip in Buckinghamshire, 1nm NNE 
of the disused Wing Aerodrome and 2.6nm 
west of Leighton Buzzard. Owners Bob and Rita 
Perkins live onsite so there is always a warm 
welcome. Tie-down spaces available, 
microlights welcome. PPR by phone. Wing 
village is a short walk away with two popular 
pubs. There’s also a self-service tea cabin with 
toilet facilities for visitors.

https://subscriptions.flyer.co.uk/product/theflyerclub/
https://subscriptions.flyer.co.uk/product/theflyerclub/
http://www.fenlandairfield.co.uk
http://www.northcoatesflyingclub.co.uk
https://kingsmuirairfield.com
https://tinyurl.com/y4kcr87


| FLYER | September 202174

New to the list of FLYER Club member benefits this month is a 10% discount on a full-size 
Spitfire simulator at Goodwood Aerodrome. Run by Spitfires.com (formerly The Boultbee 
Academy), this simulator is just about the closest experience to flying the real thing. 

If you fancy the challenge of looping, rolling and maybe even landing a Spitfire then join the 
FLYER Club and you can give it a go, for a fraction of the cost of the real thing! We’ve tried it 
and can confidently say that it’s probably the finest Spitfire simulation around. It should be, 
seeing as it’s used in the conversion to the real aircraft, and Spitfire.coms’ own pilots use it to 
practice new display sequences. 

Club members’ superb Spitfire offer 

Join the Club – it makes senseSimulator specs
■ 1:1 scale
■ 50% wartime Spitfire parts, 40% modern spares, 
10% computer bits
■ Force feedback through controls, fuselage and 
pitch motion
■ Seven projectors displayed on a 3 metre dome
■ Runs on Lockheed Martin’s Prepar3D software

What your session could include:
■ Start in the air
■ Basic handling and effects of controls
■ Power adjustments
■ Aerobatics
■ Landing
■ If time permits, attempt take-off… Trust us, it’s 
not as easy as you might think! Visit the Club area 
of the website to find out more. 

If you’re not a member of 
The FLYER Club and you’re 
thinking, ‘How do I join? Right 
now. This instant…!’

Well, good news, it’s easy. 
Just follow this link, 
complete  the simple form, 
decide how you want to pay 
and start enjoying the 
benefits instantly.

 
Current member 
benefits
■ Extensive FLYER back 
issue library
■ Save 5% whenever you 
shop at Pooleys (excludes 
Bose headsets)
■ £10 off when you spend 
£40 at Transair (excludes 
Bose headsets)
■ Free copy of A View from 
the Hover
■ An initial conversation with 
Dr Frank Voeten, FAA & 
EASA AME
■ Get your club membership 

paid by Stein Pilot Insurance 
■ Twice-weekly General 
Aviation weather briefings
■ FREE  Landing vouchers, 
available through the FLYER 
website
■ Mini  weather webinar. 
Catch-up if you missed it.
■ Exclusive written content 
from our archives – first 
pieces now published.
■ Interviews with experts on 
a number of key topics.
■ Our first members’ Fly-in 
was a success! We’ll be 
announcing more events in 
2021 soon!

Coming soon
■ Back issues – there’s 
another FIVE years on the 
way with more to follow.

https://www.spitfires.com
https://www.flyer.co.uk/the-flyer-club
https://subscriptions.flyer.co.uk/product/theflyerclub/
https://subscriptions.flyer.co.uk/
https://subscriptions.flyer.co.uk/
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MARKETPLACE
Shares for sale & group flying Aircraft for sale Helicopters for sale Aircraft for hire Aircraft wanted Property for Sale

Training

FLIGHT INSTRUCTOR COURSE
£7500 (Includes pre-course entry flight)

Please visit our website: www.leicesterairport.com, Email: peter.green@leicesterairport.com, Tel 0116 2592360

FLYING INSTRUCTOR & CLASS  RATING INSTRUCTOR. 
ALSO INSTRUMENT/AERO’S & NIGHT INSTRUCTOR COURSES
FLYING INSTRUCTOR & CLASS  RATING INSTRUCTOR. 
ALSO INSTRUMENT/AERO’S & NIGHT INSTRUCTOR COURSES

SPORTYS.COM PHONE: 1 (USA) 513.735.9000

FLIGHT 
SCHOOL

Accelerated Flight Training 
Flight Reviews • Instrument 
Proficiency Checks

Online Courses • Headsets 
GPS • Radios • Flight Bags
Kneeboards • iPad Accessories

PILOT 
SUPPLIES

FLYER classified_2020.indd   3 1/7/20   9:44 AM

If you subscribe to FLYER you can sell your aircraft or 
share in the classified pages free of charge*

Sell your 
aircraft for 

FREE!
Contact our sales team for further details on

01225 481440
*Free advert limited to 4cm x 1 column ad  

per subscriber, per year

Get in touch with the team
sales@seager.aero        www.flyer.co.uk

WEST LONDON AERO CLUB WHITE WALTHAM AIRFIELD
Learn to fly at White Waltham, 

a wartime Airfield with historic clubhouse,
A wide choice of aircraft on the fleet.

Excellent restaurant and bar.
PPL • LAPL • IR(R) • GPS • Tailwheel conversion 
• Aerobatic courses • Night rating • Complex • 

Formation training • Dedicated TK Instructors • 
FIC • 145, Part M & Subpart G engineering.

Visit our website for more information
www.wlac.co.uk     01628 823272

Introductory lessons available every day

Aircraft Wanted

We are  looking for complete aircraft 
without ARC/Annual inspection, engine 

life expired, damage or beyond economic 
repair to be used as technical aids to 

encourage young engineers into aviation.
Singles & twins considered.
From an AA1 to a King Air!

Please get in touch with me, Dave, 
either by email, text or WhatsApp

07859577521
info@whitespace.aero

AIRCRAFT NOT FLOWN 
FOR A WHILE?

Aeromedical Centre

Weekly House 
Padbury Oaks 583 Bath Road 
Longford Middlesex UB7 0EH

T: 020 8528 2633
medicals@heathrowmedical.com 

www.heathrowmedical.com

Initial Class 1 medicals (CAA)
Renewal CAA & EASA Class 1 - 3 medicals
Personal service with a quick turnaround for 
Class 1 & 2 renewals
Initials and renewals of UK CAA Class 3 
Medical Examination licences for  
Air Traffic Controllers
Adjacent to Heathrow Airport, we have our 
own car-parking facilities, making it quick and 
easy to visit us
EASA, FAA (USA), Australian (CASA),  
Canadian (CAME), Mauritian and KSA (GACA) 
medicals also undertaken

Pilot Medicals

http://www.leicesterairport.com
mailto:peter.green%40leicesterairport.com?subject=
https://www.sportys.com/
mailto:johnxwood%40hotmail.com?subject=
https://www.flyer.co.uk/
mailto:sales%40seager.aero?subject=
http://www.wlac.co.uk
mailto:barry.renehan%40mail.com?subject=
mailto:info%40whitespace.aero?subject=
http://www.heathrowmedical.com
mailto:medicals%40heathrowmedical.com?subject=
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Groundschool

For the best results, train with the
best people  – Bristol Groundschool.
Jamie Dickson, easyJet First Officer World-renowned ATPL tuition.

100% Online
ATPL courses
PPL CBT now available

www.bristol.gs     |     info@bristol.gs 
Tel: +44 (0)1275 340 444

■  Study where and when you like – part or full-time
■  Professional, experienced instructors
■  Daily live webinars and over 200 hours of pre-recorded webinars
■  Free 12 month subscription to our extensive ATPL question bank BGSonline
■  Live online revision classes
■  Course fees payable by instalments
■  On-site EASA examination centre

Study with the leading distance learning ATPL theory provider

Flying is about freedom. Your ATPL studies can be too.
Our industry-leading tuition for fixed wing and helicopter pilots 
is now available online. With access to pioneering resources and 
expert instructors.

Training

GROUNDSCHOOL
by Linda Wheeler
CAA(UK) PPL 
& IMC THEORY 
Come along and enjoy your 
training in a professional but fun 
environment and leave with your 
exams passed in just 5 days
Nr Denham Aerodrome, Bucks SL9 7RH 
t 01753 889652  m  07970 173014 
e linda@pplstudy.com

w www.lindawheelergroundschool.com

Groundschool

DEREK DAVIDSON

Here I am (STILL)
PPL E - Exams

* One exam each day
*All day teaching

*Always one to one
NO ZOOM OR ANY OTHER MAGIC

*A teacher/examiner  
for over 50 years

I’ll help those who need help
Come in any modules you like

Derek Davidson 
07831 517428
flyderek@hotmail.co.uk

Talk to the professionals and register your aircraft on 
the FAA ‘N’ Register with complete confidence.

Established for over 20 years.
● No fee for Trust dissolve.

● Pro rata refunds for Trusts dissolved after first year.
● No fee for duplicate Certificates or for 3-yearly re-registration.

● Discounts for multiple aircraft.

southern aircraft 
consultancy

+44 (0)1986 892 912
www.southernaircraft.co.uk
info@southernaircraft.co.uk

+44 (0)1986 892 912
www.southernaircraft.co.uk
info@southernaircraft.co.uk

JOIN US ONLINE AND STAY UP TO DATE

@FLYER MAG

@FLYERMAGAZINE

@FLYERMAG

@FLYER_MAGAZINE

https://www.flyer.co.uk/
https://www.bristol.gs/
mailto:info%40bristol.gs?subject=
mailto:linda%40pplstudy.com?subject=
http://www.lindawheelergroundschool.com
mailto:flyderek%40hotmail.co.uk?subject=
https://subscriptions.flyer.co.uk/
http://www.southernaircraft.co.uk
mailto:info%40southernaircraft.co.uk?subject=
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCabM-JWLywZ4N9SWXaEdgUA
https://www.facebook.com/flyermagazine
https://www.instagram.com/flyermag/
https://twitter.com/flyer_magazine
http://www.cubair.co.uk
mailto:john.mcgwyne%40hotmail.co.uk?subject=
http://www.jmflying.com
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Advertising Sales Crew
Contact our sales team on: sales@seager.aero

FLYER Advertising Department, PO Box 4261, Melksham SN12 9BN
Tel: 01225 481440 | www.flyer.co.uk

Insurance

Managing aviation risks

We understand aviation risks - we design  
and deliver aircraft insurance solutions for you.

Call Nigel or Tim on + 44 207 902 7800 
or e-mail info@haywards.net

Aviation insurance people,  we understand the risks! 

HAY/0420/1017

HAYWARD AVIATION IS A TRADING NAME OF ARTHUR J. GALLAGHER (UK) LIMITED 
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www.sydneycharlesaviation.co.uk  

01420 88664    

TRY US FOR A QUOTE

WE INSURE IT ALL

BIG
OR SMALL

TRAFFORDS
AVIATION INSURANCE
Competitive rates for aircra�  insurance

Aircrew Medical Insurance including 
Training and Hour Building

Personal Accident Cover

TRAFFORDS LTD
7 Doolittle Yard, Froghall Road, Ampthill, Bedford MK45 2NW

Tel: 01525 717185  Fax: 01525 717767
e-mail: info@tra� ords-insurance.co.uk

www.aircra� -insurance.co.uk

01793 491888  
www.flyingcover.co.uk

Life cover for Pilots

stein pilot insurance

Covers

NEXT MONTH’S ISSUE

Available from 
31 August.

https://visicover.com/
mailto:info%40haywards.net?subject=
http://www.sydneycharlesaviation.co.uk
mailto:info%40traffords-insurance.co.uk?subject=
http://www.aircraft-insurance.co.uk
http://www.flyingcover.co.uk
https://www.cambraicovers.com/
mailto:info%40cambraicovers.com?subject=
https://www.flyer.co.uk/
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QSY

Heroes & Villains

LAA art competition
The Light Aircraft Association 
and the Guild of Aviation 
Artists are holding the UK’s 5th 
Art Contest for 6-17 year old 
young people. The brief: What 
is your perfect aircraft? What 
would power it through the 
sky? Would it be big or small? 
What special features would 
make pilots and passengers 
excited to be in the air? Closing 
date for entries is 31 January 
2022. Full details here:

 
RAF relearns Cold 
War tactics
Chief of the RAF Sir Mike 
Wigston has said the service 
needs to relearn Cold War 
training because of the threat 
from Russian cruise missiles. 
Hence ‘Exercise Agile Stance’ 
where fighter jets will be 
ordered at short notice to 
disperse from their bases to 
civilian airfields, probably the 
smaller regional airports.

“We should look at this as a 
national challenge and look at 
the wealth of airstrips we have 
in the UK,” the ACM told the 
Telegraph.

“It sounds a bit Cold 
War-ey, but we have a pressing 
requirement to remember how 
to do it.”

Landing on motorways is 
also an option – just as Jaguar 
fighters did in Germany in the 
late 1970s (above pic).
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It’s not just at the Olympics 
that British teams are 
winning medals – the Junior 
British Gliding Team swept 
the board at the recent 
Junior European Gliding 
Championships.

The competition was split 
into two-classes based on the 
gliders’ design performance, 
i.e. ‘Club’ and ‘Standard’.

The British team took 
Gold in the Club class, Silver 
and Bronze in the Standard 
class, and Gold as the overall 
winning team, which is an 
outstanding result!

The event was held over a 
two-week period during July 
2021 at Pociunai in 
Lithuania. Pilots qualify for 
the British Gliding Team 
based on results in regional 
and national competitions. 
The Junior team are aged 
under 25.

International gliding 
competitions are held over a 
two-week period to ensure 
enough good flying days. 

More golds for Team GB… in gliding 

A race is held every day 
weather permits, with pilots 
flying 300km closed circuit 
flights using just the natural 
energy of the sky to climb 
and glide for the 2.5 to 
3 hours it takes to complete 
each race.

Every flight is recorded in 
4D (3D + time) on a secure 
GPS logger. The fastest pilot 
in each race gets the most 
points, and the pilot with the 
most points at the end of all 
the competition races is the 
winner!

Above The Junior British Gliding Team, from left: Tom Pavis (from 
North Yorks) Silver medal, Henry Inigo-Jones (Hants), Bronze 
medal, Clement Allen (Herts) team captain with the team, Gold 
medal, Toby Freeland (Kent) and Finn Sleigh (Suffolk) Gold medal 
and European Champion!

Send your QSY submissions to QSY, PO Box 4261, Melksham, SN12 9BN or to qsy@seager.aero

HERO Teenager Landon 
Lucas, 18, hadn’t 

been long in his 
job as a pilot for 
Atlantic 
City-based 
banner towing 
firm Paramount 

Air Service when 
he had the 

experience of a 
lifetime. The engine of the 

1946 Piper J3 Cub he was 
flying throttled back to idle 
and stayed there. He was 
flying over water so 
jettisoned the banner and 
looked around for 
somewhere to land. “It was 
either water or bridge,” he 
told The Philadelphia 
Inquirer. “There was a gap 
in traffic, and I went in. I 

just did a 90° turn, and put 
it on.”
VILLAIN Whoever it was 
who decided to issue a 
Notam plonking a huge 
Restricted Airspace 
(Temporary) – better 
known as a RAT – over 
East Anglia on 19 July, to 
protect a Royal flight from 
Sandringham to Windsor. 
Turns out it was actually a 
narrow corridor, but that’s 
not how it appeared on 
moving map displays until 
SkyDemon manually 
plotted it.
HEROES East Anglian Air 
Ambulance is entering a 
team of six in Cambridge’s 
Chariots of Fire road 
running relay race on 19 
September. The EAAA is 

also the official charity 
partner of the event. Want 
to join them or donate? 
Click here 
VILLAIN This photo is from 
a drone flying alongside 
the biggest 
aircraft in the 
world, the 
six-
engine 
Antonov 
AN-225. 
There’s a 
bunch of 
rules broken 
here but it’s OK 
because it’s sanctioned by 
the chief pilot of Antonov, 
Dimitry Antonov, as part of 
a video showing a flight of 
the giant transporter. 
Watch from 3:23.

For the funny, the weird, the wonderful and the just plane strange…

http://www.lightaircraftassociation.co.uk/art
mailto:qsy%40seager.aero?subject=
https://www.eaaa.org.uk/get-involved/events/chariots-of-fire-eaaa
https://youtu.be/l65NY4-s23M?t=203


You can still check out PCLV!
You can still visit the website and enjoy all the contents.

WHAT DO ATTENDEES HAVE TO SAY ABOUT PCLV?

@PilotCareerNews @PilotCareerLive @PilotCareerNews

Again, really really well 
organised with fantastic 
speakers, amazing job, 
well done. BRAVO!

Thank you very much 
for the event over the 
last 2 days. Incredibly 
informative and helpful!

It was amazing...!  
Cannot wait for a non 
virtual seminar!  
I don’t think it could  
have been better.

Watch the seminars
Over 14 hours of seminars, interviews,  
panel discussions and Q&A sessions.

Visit the virtual stands
The best way to connect with the leading ATOs.

https://www.pilotcareernews.com/live/virtual/
http://facebook.com/pilotcareernews/
http://instagram.com/pilotcareerslive/
http://twitter.com/pilotcareernews
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